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The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries currently face growing
challenges regarding harmful content on new media, particularly on social
media platforms and internet applications. This comes as these media see
widespread adoption and increasing usage across various social strata,
heightening the need for effective regulatory frameworks to mitigate the risks
.associated with such content

The forms of harmful content in the Gulf region range from terrorist and
extremist content to content involving hate, discrimination, privacy violations,
and defamation. This has led to escalating government efforts in the Gulf
states to develop policies and legislations to regulate such content and curb its
.spread

These efforts include establishing specialized regulatory bodies, as in the
cases of Saudi Arabia and the UAE, which monitor suspect content and deal
with it according to legal procedures. New laws and legislations have also
been developed in the Gulf countries to combat internet crimes, electronic
.defamation, and respect user privacy

In addition, government entities work in coordination with major social media
platforms to remove harmful content and block suspicious websites. These
countries also encourage enhancing societal awareness of the risks of harmful
.digital content through educational and awareness-raising programs

Despite these efforts, there remain numerous challenges facing the regulation
of new media content in the Gulf states. The rapidly evolving and changing
nature of these media, coupled with technical and legal difficulties in
oversight and monitoring, pose obstacles to effectively applying these
controls. There is also ongoing debate around balancing risk mitigation and
.preserving freedom of expression

Amidst these challenges, the Gulf states seek to develop integrated regulatory
frameworks that keep pace with the accelerating developments in the new
media field, while maintaining societal security and stability and protecting
.ndividuals from the risks associated with harmful digital content
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