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-
Why write a proposal?

There are several reasons for preparing a research proposal.

In the case of funded research, it is quite simply that there will be no funding without one.

These proposal frameworks are created to ensure that all the necessary requirements of

the funding body are covered in the proposal and to provide uniformity when examining
. their merits.
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rWhy write a proposal?

This is usually a highly competitive arena, and proposals will be seen by a number of referees,
who will rate each one according to a predefined, criterion-based evaluation. Proposals that
achieve the highest grades will usually be funded according to the budget available.

This approach to bidding for research funding is clearly defined, and the purpose of submitting

the proposal is very clear.
J

\_

c¢iaull afibe wisililal |
laag Iogarsy Lill alajiaall alsall (o sac yarewwg dlell Luualii Jhall 13> Jgsi Lo éale -
" suleall Ll ailé oo 3310 audil
aliall duiliall laag cilaall Llef Gaat Lill alafiéall Jigod al Lo éale -
133 281 alHAUl ainai o Langllg agigs sa0 coull igal lclhall ainai L4 agill lin -

Dr. Raef Baraka



MipoceAjl

The research proposal el a}—ib_a
rWhy write a proposal? b
« However, the role of a research proposal is far more extensive than this; it has a very
important function in the research process, whether or not funding is an issue.

Academic research, such as a dissertation, will always require some form of proposal.

« Sometimes this is assessed as part of a taught course of study; other times it is an intrinsic

. part of a dissertation module. )
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p
Whatever the external requirements, a research proposal should cover the what

how, and why of the research

Whatyou are proposing to do

Howyou are proposing to do it, and

Why have you selected the proposed strategy?
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rBut remember, there are two major purposes to a research proposal:
1. to provide others with the information they need, and
2. to provide yourself, the researcher, with a plan that will guide you during your
investigation.
A well-constructed research proposal will provide you with a very useful tool throughout the

research investigation
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Structure of a research proposal:
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« Although requirements for a research proposal can often differ slightly according to

funding body, academic or professional body regulations, there is an almost
universally accepted ‘list of contents’ that is expected.
It is important to pay very close attention to any specific instructions you have for

presenting a proposal and use this as a guide to individual sections within that proposal.
\,
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4 )
 Regulations differ from university to university and often within individual departments - be

aware of exactly what is required.
The aim here is to provide as comprehensive a list as possible of the details that should be included
in a proposal.

It is your responsibility to make sure you conform to the requirements of the target audience,

. Whether reviewers, academic research supervisors, or your line manager. )
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rThe structure of a research proposal includes:
1. Aclearly defined title and introduction, 2. A statement of aims and objectives, or a hypothesis
3. Areview of the literature 4. A research design
5. Anintended sample 6. A list of procedures for data processing and analysis
7. Anticipated research outputs 8. A statement of anticipated constraints
9. Any ethical considerations 10. A research project timetable.
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1. Clearly defined title and introduction: agsagd 6aaaall derdallg Ylgialll

Strong Titles Include:

[ Clear Keywords
[ Defined Research Gap

v Specific Scope

[~ Academic Tone
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1. Clearly defined title and introduction:

« Make sure you get your title right.

« |t will be the first thing that any reviewer or tutor reads, and so it is vital that it is

an accurate reflection of what you are proposing to do and that it is clear and

. concise.
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: 1. Clearly defined title and introduction:

« The introduction to the proposal should include a brief rationale explaining where the
idea for the research began and some evidence from the literature that there is a need for
this particular investigation.

« This is a brief preamble that sets the scene for the rest of the proposal and gets the

_ message across that this would be a useful and productive research activity.
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1. Clearly defined title and introduction:
 |Itis not necessary here to provide a lot of detail - that will follow in the other sections.
The introduction highlights the contribution this proposed research will make to the body of

knowledge that already exists.

« This sounds like rather a daunting claim, but remember that there are rarely large leaps in

knowledge )
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2. Statement of aims and objectives, or a hypothesis:
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Research aim Research objectives
provides the overall purpose of the study. break the aim into specific tasks.
It sets the direction by stating what the They describe what the researcher
researcher intends to achieve. will do to fulfil the aim.

Research questions Hypotheses

express the inquiry in question form. are testable statements. They
They guide the investigation by highlighting propose expected relationships or
what the researcher seeks to find out. outcomes.
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2. Statement of aims and objectives, or a hypothesis:

« It is vital that you present clear and concise research aims and objectives or state the
hypothesis or hypotheses you intend to test.
« At this stage, any statement you make must clearly reflect your understanding of the

problem or question and your understanding of the capacity of research to respond to it.
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The research proposal

3. Review of the literature:
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3. Review of the literature:

At this stage, your review of available literature has two main functions:
1. To acquaint you with current thinking in your subject area, and
2. To find out about the methods and research processes used by other researchers

investigating this topic.
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3. Review of the literature:

The contents of this review will depend very much on the topic of your research.

There may already be an extensive body of literature specifically focusing on your
topic; in this case, you will be expected to have identified the major theories in

your area and be aware of the most prominent researchers in the field.

r
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3. Review of the literature:
You are providing a broad overview of the topic area, identifying what is already
known and what is hot known or remains largely neglected in terms of empirical

research.

.
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3. Review of the literature:
The ‘newness’ of your proposed research will depend very much on the level and nature
of the project.
An undergraduate research project is unlikely to be attempting anything completely new,
whereas an element of ‘newness’ and contribution to knowledge is a requirement of doctoral

research.
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3. Review of the literature:
You will begin with a broad overview of the topic and any related topics.

From there, you will take the reader to the central focus of your investigation.

.
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3. Review of the literature:

subject area, are:

Depending on your topic, the main themes you should aim to cover in this review, if they exist in your

1.  Major theories in the field, providing an overview of current thinking.

Major published research findings.

F W N

The main problems or issues that remain.

The historical development of theory and major practical advances.

\

aluaill dealpae .3

Jlao Lé é3gage wils 1] dealpall 0in La lgitheil Lewi gi way Lill dwuill gudlgall clegidga Lle Ialaicl

ol énull giage le aole syhi apnéil (Jlaall La dpulwil cilyail
sl drlaell alighillg ayhill Aylill ighil

Jai al Lill dpuill Llasll of JSLitall

o ol

P NN o

Dr. Raef Baraka




|
MIDOCEAIT!

UNIVERSITY

The research proposal ¢ aull g - o

3. Review of the literature:

The initial review for a research proposal needs to be clear, concise, and sufficiently

detailed to demonstrate your understanding of the field.
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Research Research
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Figure 0.1 The research hierarchy (Pickard, 2002; Pickard and Dixon,
2004)

Dr. Raef Baraka




UNIVERSITY

The research proposal ¢ aull o =

|
MIDOCEA[TII

-
4. Research design:

« In this section, you will be expected to present your plan of action for the research
investigation, setting out the major processes and procedures you intend to follow.
« This applies to both quantitative and qualitative research designs, although it is

understood that many qualitative research projects will be iterative and very open to

change.
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4. Research design:

« |tis important to remember that it is not sufficient to say what you intend to do; you
must defend and justify your choices from the appropriate research methods
literature.

« Every choice, every decision relating to research designh should be supported and

\ justified from the published material you have read.
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‘ 5. Research Methodology: |
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. 5. Research Methodology:

Begin by stating your methodological position; the questions you should be answering are:
1. Is this study qualitative, quantitative, or mixed methodology?
2. Why have you made this decision?
3. Why is this the most appropriate decision?
4

What are your research methods?
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g 5. Research Methodology:

Once you have discussed your methodological choices, you can then go on to state which research
method(s) you will be applying to this investigation. The questions you should be answering are:

1. What research method(s) are you applying to the study?

2. Why have you made this choice?

3. How do you intend to structure the method(s) for your investigation?
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6. Data collection techniques:
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6. Data collection techniques:
Defining your method(s) may well imply you will use a particular data collection
technique. Still, whether this is the case or not, it is nhecessary to explain how you

intend to collect the data you need for your investigation.

r
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6. Data collection techniques:
Questions you should be answering here are:
1. What data collection techniques will you be using?

2. Why have you decided to use these techniques?
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7. Research data collection tools:
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7. Research data collection tools:
« If you are using questionnaires, will they be pencil and paper questionnaires or online
guestionnaires?
« |If you are using interviews to collect data, will there be a formal interview schedule, or will
you be using open-ended interviewing techniques where the researcher becomes the

primary research instrument?
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‘ 8. Intended research sample: |
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7

8. Intended research sample:

Your choice of sampling technique will depend very much on your research design.

It is vital to make the correct choice of technique in order to fulfil the goals of the research
It is important in a research proposal to identify how a sample will be achieved, and the

technigue and procedures that will be used.

.

saguadall ¢aull diuc .8
ling arani e IS saie; aliyell 351 aall ¢l
nll dlanl Guénil aisill amunll LAl 3T ggrall o -
pxdbuiw il cllelayllg adaillg aiell Lle Jgaall 4161 sani doull ajiso Ld agall (o -

Dr. Raef Baraka




UNIVERSITY

|
MIDOCEA[TII

The research proposal ¢ aull o =

s

.

8. Intended research sample:
It is also important to identify the research population, the size of the sample that will be
used, if this can be determined at this stage, and how the sample will be contacted.

Also give a brief description of the research setting, whether an organization, a

community or group, or a very specific geographical area.

r

\_

daguaiall Giaull diuc .8
saai glSotll IS 13] Log lgolatiul aluw il disell aang cadl gaine i LA agall (o
disell ga Jalgill aiiSg dlajall 0dm ,d ella

dwalien adhio gl dcgano gi faina gl dohhio cilS clgw il diul ljago laing LAul aad
Jan 63310

Dr. Raef Baraka




MiDocEA(!

The research proposal ¢ aull g =

9. Procedures for data processing and analysis:

lgllaig clibull aalles alclpl .9

THE DATA ANALYSIS PROCESS

- -
........

o M| (o) =
Step 1: Step 2: Step 3: Step 4: Step 5:
Define the question Collect the data Clean the data Analyze the data Visualize and share

your findings
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9. Procedures for data processing and analysis:
At this stage, it is not normally necessary to demonstrate any of the techniques that will
be used for processing and analyzing the data, but it is important to explain how this will
be done.
The sort of detail that is usually expected is a description of the analytical procedures you

will use, which must relate directly back to the type of data that is to be collected.
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g 9. Procedures for data processing and analysis:

. In quantitative research, this could mean being very specific about statistical tests to be performed
and how this will be done. It may be pertinent to highlight the major variables in the study and how
these variables will be tested.

. A typical error when proposing a qualitative study is to neglect to mention any specifics concerning

analysis, usually because the assumption is made that analysing descriptive data is straightforward.
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‘ 10. Anticipated research outputs: |
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10. Anticipated research outputs:
That is not to say that you should make over-ambitious claims, but you should
realistically and honestly highlight what you, the researcher, hope to achieve.

Research outputs should relate directly back to the stated aim(s) of your research
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11. Limitations based on design:
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11. Limitations based on research design:
It may be that your sample is smaller than would be ideal. Why is this? What impact will it have on
the data you collect? The research method you decide on may not be the ideal method, but it may be
the very best you can do under the circumstances.
Be sure to share this information at this stage in the process, to clarify your awareness of the research

process and ensure that you will respond to any impact on the data when you engage in that process.

.

cadl arauai le avisall agaall 1
ddyph Slgeeni Lill alilull Lle aixap g3l pilill go Lo Slam ¢iaay lilal . llie g Loo jenl direll ggSy 2é
agihll o b 4 lgy plisll eliSay dayyhn Jddl ggsi 24 Lgisl dullioall dayphll ggsi U a4 loliai Lill &yl
sil clijlatul o sstillg ¢l ailas) clicg anagil dulasll (o dlajell 03n ,a cilagleall 03w és)live (1o Asli
aloall elli ,é elisjLivo sic alibyl e pl

Dr. Raef Baraka




MipoceAjl

The research proposal ¢ aull o =

g 12. Ethical considerations:

« Universities and many other organizations have their own policy on ethics relating to
research.
« Depending on what you are intending to do, where you are intending to do it, and who

will be involved in your study, there will be different regulations and standards concerning

the ethics of your research.

aws A il aljlicdl 12
Gl déleiall aliadaill Jga anlall lgilwluw gl alehiall (o snellg clealall gal

ailgl ¢llin ygSiw wliwly 8 i Jog @ plall sgif (nig @ plisll sgii Lo Lle Ialoicl
. sI.-. ) al_l_albi_! ..I cooe o0 ® I... mmg

\_

Dr. Raef Baraka




MIDOCEA

U N | V

EEEEEE I

The research proposal ¢ aull o =

s

13. A research project timetable:

« All research proposals need to include a realistic and well-organized timetable.

You heed to present a schedule of work that includes all elements of the research, both desk-

based and empirical work.

« This should be structured in such a way that critical incidents are highlighted, periods of

intense activity can be easily identified, and each activity has been realistically scheduled.
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