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Abstract

This study aims to measure the impact of seasonal employment, across its four
dimensions — seasonal tourism employment, events and festivals employment, seasonal
agricultural employment, and seasonal support-services employment — on the
unemployment rate in private-sector establishments in AlUla Governorate, Saudi Arabia. A
descriptive-analytical approach was adopted, using a 28-item questionnaire based on a five-
point Likert scale. The study population comprised 2,850 workers in seasonal sectors in AlUla,
from which a stratified proportional random sample of 341 valid respondents was drawn,
yielding a response rate of 89.7%. The results indicated that the overall level of seasonal
employment was high, with a mean score of 3.87. Seasonal tourism employment ranked first,
followed by events and festivals, support services, and agricultural employment, respectively.
Multiple regression analysis revealed a statistically significant negative effect of the combined
seasonal employment dimensions on the unemployment rate at the 0.05 significance level,
with a coefficient of determination (R?) of 0.613 and an F-value of 132.847. Simple regression
analyses further confirmed that each dimension individually contributed significantly to
reducing unemployment, with seasonal tourism employment exerting the strongest effect (R
= 0.453). The study recommends developing specialised pre-season training programmes,
designing institutional mechanisms to convert seasonal positions into permanent or semi-
permanent roles, enhancing insurance and social protection coverage for seasonal workers,

and diversifying tourism and cultural activities beyond peak seasons.

Keywords: seasonal employment, unemployment rate, private sector, AlUla Governorate,

Vision 2030.
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