
 

1 
 

 جامعة ميدأوشن 

 كلية الإدارة     

تخصص إدارة المشاريع   - قسم  

 

 

 

ر عنوان التقري  

 

Research Ethics in Construction Project Management Research 

 

 

 

 

إيمان عبدالكريم الصومالي عداد الطالبة : إ  

 

 

 

 إشراف/ 

عبد الرحيم نادرد   

 

 

 العام الدراسي:

202 

 



 

2 
 

Introduction 

 

Research ethics represents a fundamental component of scientific research and 

academic work. It refers to the principles, values, and standards that guide 

researchers throughout the research process to ensure integrity, honesty, fairness, 

and respect for participants. Ethical conduct in research helps protect individuals 

involved in studies, promotes trust in scientific findings, and contributes to the 

advancement of knowledge in a responsible manner. 

 

In higher education institutions, research ethics is considered an essential 

requirement for producing credible and reliable academic work. Researchers are 

expected to follow ethical standards when selecting research topics, collecting 

data, analyzing information, and presenting results. Failure to comply with ethical 

principles may lead to inaccurate findings, harm to participants, loss of public trust, 

and damage to the reputation of academic institutions. 

 

The importance of research ethics has increased significantly in recent years due to 

the growing complexity of research activities and the widespread use of digital 

technologies for data collection and analysis. Researchers now have access to large 

amounts of information and personal data, making ethical responsibility more 

important than ever. Therefore, universities and research organizations have 

established guidelines and regulations to ensure that research is conducted in a 

manner that respects human rights and scientific integrity. 

 

Research ethics is particularly important in management and project management 

studies because such research often involves collecting information from 

employees, managers, organizations, and other stakeholders. Researchers must 

ensure that participants are treated fairly, their information remains confidential, 

and their participation is voluntary. These ethical considerations contribute to the 

production of valid and trustworthy research outcomes. 

 

This report discusses the concept of research ethics, its importance, the main 

ethical principles that guide scientific research, common ethical issues faced by  
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researchers, the regulations governing ethical research practices, and the practical 

application of ethical principles to a research study entitled “The Effect of 

Communication Management on Project Success in Construction Projects in Saudi 

Arabia.” 

 

⸻⸻⸻ 

 

Importance of Research Ethics 

 

Research ethics plays a critical role in maintaining the quality and credibility of 

scientific research. One of its primary functions is ensuring that research findings 

are based on accurate and honest data rather than manipulation or personal bias. 

When researchers follow ethical principles, the results of their studies become 

more reliable and useful for academic and professional purposes. 

 

Another important aspect of research ethics is the protection of research 

participants. Many studies involve collecting personal opinions, experiences, and 

information from individuals. Ethical guidelines ensure that participants 

understand the purpose of the study, agree voluntarily to participate, and have the 

right to withdraw at any time without consequences. This helps preserve the 

dignity and rights of all participants. 

 

Research ethics also contributes to building trust between researchers and society. 

Individuals are more willing to participate in research when they know their 

privacy will be respected and their information will remain confidential. Similarly, 

organizations are more likely to support research activities when ethical standards 

are clearly followed. 

 

In addition, ethical research practices help prevent scientific misconduct such as 

plagiarism, data fabrication, falsification of results, and unauthorized use of 

information. Such practices can seriously damage academic credibility and 

undermine confidence in scientific research. Therefore, ethical standards serve as a 

safeguard against misconduct and promote responsible scholarship. 
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Finally, research ethics supports the overall development of knowledge by 

encouraging transparency, accountability, and fairness. Ethical research findings 

can be confidently used by policymakers, practitioners, and scholars to make 

informed decisions and contribute to social and economic development. 

 

⸻⸻⸻ 

 

Fundamental Principles of Research Ethics 

 

Scientific Integrity and Honesty 

 

Scientific integrity requires researchers to present information truthfully and 

accurately. Researchers must report findings honestly without altering data to 

achieve desired outcomes. Integrity also includes acknowledging limitations, 

errors, and uncertainties within the study. 

 

For example, if survey responses indicate communication challenges within 

construction projects, the researcher must present these findings objectively even if 

they contradict initial expectations. 

 

Objectivity 

 

Objectivity means avoiding personal bias during the research process. Researchers 

should analyze information based on evidence rather than personal opinions or 

preferences. 

 

Maintaining objectivity is essential for producing valid conclusions and ensuring 

that findings reflect reality rather than subjective judgments. 

 

Confidentiality 

 

Confidentiality involves protecting participants’ personal information and ensuring 

that collected data is not disclosed to unauthorized individuals. 
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Researchers should store data securely and avoid publishing information that could 

reveal participants’ identities. Confidentiality encourages participants to provide 

honest and accurate responses. 

 

Informed Consent 

 

Informed consent refers to obtaining voluntary agreement from participants after 

explaining the purpose, procedures, benefits, and risks of the study. 

 

Participants should understand what is expected of them and should have the 

freedom to refuse participation or withdraw from the study at any time. 

 

Respect for Participants 

 

Researchers must treat participants with dignity and respect regardless of their age, 

gender, nationality, or professional position. Participants should never be subjected 

to harm, discrimination, or coercion. 

 

Respect for participants is a fundamental ethical responsibility that promotes 

fairness and human rights within research activities. 

 

⸻⸻⸻ 

 

Ethical Issues in Scientific Research 

 

Plagiarism 

 

Plagiarism occurs when researchers use another person’s ideas, words, or work 

without proper acknowledgment. It is one of the most serious ethical violations in 

academia. 

 

To avoid plagiarism, researchers must cite all sources accurately and follow 

recognized citation styles such as APA. 
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Data Fabrication 

 

Data fabrication involves creating false information or results that did not actually 

exist. This practice completely undermines the credibility of research and is 

considered a severe form of academic misconduct. 

 

Data Falsification 

 

Data falsification occurs when researchers manipulate or alter collected 

information to support specific conclusions. Even minor modifications can 

negatively affect research validity and reliability. 

 

Privacy Violations 

 

Privacy violations happen when participants’ personal information is disclosed 

without permission. Such actions can damage trust and may expose individuals to 

potential risks. 

 

Researchers must take all necessary measures to ensure participant confidentiality 

and data protection. 

 

Conflict of Interest 

 

A conflict of interest exists when personal, financial, or professional interests may 

influence research decisions or findings. 

 

Researchers should disclose any potential conflicts and ensure that personal 

interests do not affect the objectivity of their work. 

 

⸻⸻⸻ 

 

Rules and Regulations Governing Research Ethics 

 

Research institutions around the world have established regulations to ensure 
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ethical research practices. One of the most important mechanisms is the 

Institutional Review Board (IRB), which reviews research proposals involving 

human participants. 

 

IRBs evaluate whether studies adequately protect participants, maintain 

confidentiality, and minimize potential risks. Researchers are often required to 

obtain approval before beginning data collection. 

 

Another important ethical framework is the APA Publication Manual, which 

provides guidance on citation practices, plagiarism prevention, and responsible 

reporting of research findings. Following APA standards helps ensure academic 

integrity and proper acknowledgment of sources. 

 

Universities also implement academic honesty policies that prohibit plagiarism, 

cheating, fabrication, and other forms of misconduct. These policies encourage 

students and researchers to maintain high ethical standards throughout their 

academic work. 

 

Furthermore, international research organizations emphasize principles such as 

transparency, accountability, fairness, and respect for human rights. Compliance 

with these standards contributes to the production of high-quality research that 

benefits society. 

 

⸻⸻⸻ 

 

Practical Application to the Research Topic 

 

Research Topic 

 

The Effect of Communication Management on Project Success in 

Construction Projects in Saudi Arabia 

 

The application of research ethics is particularly important in this study because it 

involves collecting information from professionals working in construction 
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projects. These participants may include project managers, engineers, supervisors, 

consultants, and contractors. 

 

Before distributing questionnaires or conducting interviews, participants will 

receive a clear explanation of the study’s objectives. They will be informed that 

participation is voluntary and that they may withdraw at any time without penalty. 

 

The study will maintain participant confidentiality by avoiding the collection of 

identifying information such as names, personal identification numbers, or private 

organizational data. Responses will be used exclusively for academic purposes and 

will not be shared with unauthorized parties. 

 

All collected data will be stored securely and accessed only by the researcher. The 

information obtained from participants will be analyzed objectively and reported 

honestly without modification or manipulation. 

 

The researcher will also ensure compliance with academic integrity standards by 

properly citing all references used in the study according to APA guidelines. Any 

theories, concepts, or findings obtained from previous studies will be appropriately 

acknowledged. 

 

In addition, the researcher will avoid bias during data interpretation and will 

present the results as they appear, regardless of whether they support the original 

expectations. This commitment to objectivity enhances the credibility and 

reliability of the research findings. 

 

By applying these ethical principles, the study can contribute valuable knowledge 

regarding the relationship between communication management and project 

success while maintaining the highest standards of professional and academic 

conduct. 

 

⸻⸻⸻ 

 

Conclusion 
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Research ethics serves as the foundation of responsible scientific inquiry. Ethical 

principles such as honesty, objectivity, confidentiality, informed consent, and 

respect for participants help ensure that research is conducted fairly and 

professionally. These principles protect individuals involved in research and 

enhance the credibility of scientific findings. 

 

The discussion presented in this report demonstrates that ethical considerations are 

essential throughout every stage of the research process. Researchers must remain 

committed to academic integrity, avoid misconduct, and comply with institutional 

and professional guidelines. 

 

In the context of construction project management research, ethical practices are 

particularly important because studies often involve collecting information from 

industry professionals and organizations. Applying ethical principles strengthens 

the validity of research findings and supports the development of trustworthy 

knowledge that can contribute to improved project management practices. 

 

⸻⸻⸻ 
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