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Abstract

This study examined the effect of entrepreneurial challenges on the formation of entrepreneurial
experience and future entrepreneurial success among entrepreneurs and individuals interested in
entrepreneurship in Riyadh, with particular attention to the mediating role of entrepreneurial

experience.

A quantitative, cross-sectional descriptive-correlational design was adopted. Data were collected
through an electronic questionnaire comprising demographic questions, 18 five-point Likert items
equally distributed across the three study constructs, and one optional open-ended question. The
final data file contained 84 responses. Available-case analysis was used without imputing missing

values, yielding 84 valid challenge scores and 83 valid experience and future-success scores.

The analyses included frequencies and percentages, means and standard deviations, Cronbach’s
alpha, corrected item-total correlations, Pearson correlations, simple and multiple linear regression,
mediation analysis with bootstrapping and the Sobel test, independent-samples t-tests, one-way
ANOVA with Tukey post-hoc comparisons, and thematic categorisation of the open-ended

responses.

Entrepreneurial challenges were moderate (M = 3.34, SD = 0.79), whereas entrepreneurial
experience (M =3.97,SD = 0.91) and future entrepreneurial success (M =3.97, SD = 0.98) were high.
Challenges significantly predicted experience (B = 0.460, R? = 0.212), experience predicted future
success (B =0.820,R2=0.673), and challenges predicted future success before the mediator was
entered (B =0.342,R2=0.117). After experience was included, the direct effect of challenges became

non-significant (B =-0.045, p = 0.534), while the standardised indirect effect was 0.387, with a 95%



bootstrap confidence interval from 0.106 to 0.597. The full model explained 67.4% of the variance

in future entrepreneurial success.

The findings support the view that challenges contribute to future success through the learning and
experience generated by their processing rather than through exposure alone. The results have
implications for entrepreneurs, support organisations, and policymakers. Causal interpretation and
broad generalisation remain limited by the cross-sectional design, non-probability sampling, and

self-reported measures.

Keywords: Entrepreneurial Challenges, Entrepreneurial Experience, Future Entrepreneurial

Success, Entrepreneurial Learning, Mediation, Entrepreneurs, Riyadh.
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Abstract

This study examined the effect of entrepreneurial challenges on the formation of entrepreneurial
experience and future entrepreneurial success among entrepreneurs and individuals interested in
entrepreneurship in Riyadh, with particular attention to the mediating role of entrepreneurial

experience.

A quantitative, cross-sectional descriptive-correlational design was adopted. Data were collected
through an electronic questionnaire comprising demographic questions, 18 five-point Likert items
equally distributed across the three study constructs, and one optional open-ended question. The
final data file contained 84 responses. Available-case analysis was used without imputing missing

values, yielding 84 valid challenge scores and 83 valid experience and future-success scores.

The analyses included frequencies and percentages, means and standard deviations, Cronbach’s
alpha, corrected item-total correlations, Pearson correlations, simple and multiple linear regression,
mediation analysis with bootstrapping and the Sobel test, independent-samples t-tests, one-way
ANOVA with Tukey post-hoc comparisons, and thematic categorisation of the open-ended

responses.

Entrepreneurial challenges were moderate (M = 3.34, SD = 0.79), whereas entrepreneurial
experience (M =3.97,SD = 0.91) and future entrepreneurial success (M =3.97, SD = 0.98) were high.
Challenges significantly predicted experience (B = 0.460, R? = 0.212), experience predicted future
success (B =0.820,R2=0.673), and challenges predicted future success before the mediator was
entered (B =0.342,R2=0.117). After experience was included, the direct effect of challenges became

non-significant (B =-0.045, p = 0.534), while the standardised indirect effect was 0.387, with a 95%
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bootstrap confidence interval from 0.106 to 0.597. The full model explained 67.4% of the variance

in future entrepreneurial success.

The findings support the view that challenges contribute to future success through the learning and
experience generated by their processing rather than through exposure alone. The results have
implications for entrepreneurs, support organisations, and policymakers. Causal interpretation and
broad generalisation remain limited by the cross-sectional design, non-probability sampling, and

self-reported measures.

Keywords: Entrepreneurial Challenges, Entrepreneurial Experience, Future Entrepreneurial

Success, Entrepreneurial Learning, Mediation, Entrepreneurs, Riyadh.
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