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Study Abstract

This study aims to examine the impact of influencer marketing on TikTok
on consumers’ purchase intentions in the Saudi market, in light of the rapid
diffusion of short-video platforms and their intensive use by brands to reach
young audiences, particularly Generation Z. The research is grounded in
several theoretical frameworks, including Social Influence Theory, Source
Credibility Theory, the Theory of Planned Behavior, and Media Dependency
Theory, to explain how perceived credibility, content quality, social
engagement, and TikTok trends shape Saudi consumers’ purchase
intentions .

A field-analytic methodology was adopted, using an online questionnaire as
the main data collection tool administered to a randomly selected sample of
100 Saudi TikTok users. Data were analyzed using SPSS through descriptive
and inferential techniques, notably linear regression, to test the relationships
between the independent variables (influencer credibility, content quality,
engagement level, demographic factors, and TikTok trends) and the
dependent variable (purchase intention). The findings indicate a statistically
significant positive relationship between influencer credibility — in terms of
expertise, trustworthiness, and attractiveness — and purchase intention, and
show that entertaining, experiential, and interactive content on TikTok
enhances emotional engagement and increases consumers’ receptiveness to
marketing messages.

Results further reveal that user engagement with influencers’ content (likes,
comments, shares, and reuse of audio/video) acts as a mediating factor that
amplifies the effect of content attributes on purchase intention, and that
demographic segments, especially Generation Z, display stronger
responsiveness to influencer marketing than older groups. The study also
highlights the crucial role of TikTok trends and the related social contagion
mechanism in driving purchasing decisions, particularly for youth-oriented
products.

The research underscores the importance of addressing key challenges
associated with influencer marketing—such as loss of perceived
authenticity, difficulties in accurately measuring return on investment, rising
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costs, and ethical and legal issues related to disclosure of sponsored content
in the Saudi digital environment—given their direct implications for
consumer trust and the long-term effectiveness of this marketing approach.
The study provides practical recommendations for firms and marketers
regarding influencer selection criteria, culturally congruent high-quality
content design, and optimization of marketing ROI on TikTok, while
offering a conceptual framework to support regulators in formulating clearer
policies that ensure transparency and enhance consumer protection in the
Saudi market
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