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This study aimed to examine the role of small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) in supporting the national economy in the United
Arab Emirates. The research analyzed the contribution of SMEs to the
gross domestic product (GDP), their role in job creation, the impact of
government support on their performance, and the main challenges
facing this sector.

The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach and used a
questionnaire as the primary data collection tool. A total of 220 valid
responses were collected from owners and managers of SMEs in the
UAE. Data were analyzed using SPSS through descriptive statistics,
correlation analysis, and regression analysis.

The findings revealed a statistically significant relationship between the
growth of SMEs and the increase in non-oil GDP, as well as a significant
relationship between the expansion of SMEs and the reduction of
unemployment rates. The results also showed a positive impact of
government support on SME performance, while financial constraints
and operational challenges negatively affect their growth.

The study recommends enhancing accessible financing programs,
supporting digital transformation, improving the regulatory
environment, and providing entrepreneurial training programs to
strengthen the contribution of SMEs to sustainable economic
development in the UAE.

Keywords:
Small and Medium Enterprises, National Economy, GDP,
Unemployment, Economic Development, United Arab Emirates.
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