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Abstract

The aim of this study is to explore the role of the “X” platform in shaping cultural awareness
among Saudi youth, in light of the rapid digital transformations that have made social media
platforms one of the most influential factors in forming public opinion, cultural identity, and a

sense of belonging, thereby reshaping the digital landscape.

The study employed a field research methodology through an electronic questionnaire
distributed to a sample of Saudi youth aged 18-30 in Riyadh during the first half of 2025. The

collected data were analyzed using the SPSS software

The thesis is structured into five chapters. Chapter One presents the introduction and general
framework of the study, addressing the research problem, its significance, objectives, as well

as the research questions and hypotheses. Chapter Two reviews previous studies and their



findings. Chapter Three focuses on the theoretical framework, drawing on the Public Sphere
Theory, Cultivation Theory, and Framing Theory. Chapter Four highlights the methodological
procedures and the research instrument. Finally, Chapter Five presents the statistical analysis,

research findings, and recommendations.

The findings revealed a consensus that Saudi youth use the "X" platform extensively, with daily
usage averaging between 1-3 hours. The results indicated that their cultural awareness ranges
from moderate to high, with noticeable variations across gender and age groups. A positive
relationship was found between the intensity of usage and the level of cultural awareness. The
study also showed that the platform contributes to strengthening national identity and
belonging, while at the same time presenting challenges related to the influence of external
values on some youth. Furthermore, the results highlighted the pivotal role of digital
influencers in shaping cultural awareness, with their impact varying depending on the

credibility of the content.

The study offers several recommendations, including the need to support the production of
engaging national cultural digital content for youth, enhance media literacy and digital
awareness within educational institutions, and build partnerships between cultural
organizations and content creators to shape cultural discourse. The findings also emphasize the
importance of encouraging youth to engage in conscious participation in digital discussions
that strengthen identity and belonging, as well as expanding future research to compare the role

of the "X" platform with other social media platforms.

This thesis aspires to provide a scientific contribution to the field of digital media and cultural
identity by highlighting the impact of digital platforms in shaping cultural awareness among
Saudi youth. The results aim to support policymakers, cultural institutions, and media
organizations in developing more effective strategies to promote and preserve national

culture.

Keywords: X Platform, Cultural Awareness Saudi Youth, Digital Media, National Identity,

Influencers, Public Sphere.
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