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Objectives

The research aims to examine the Personal Data Protection Law (PDPL) in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia in terms of its origins, evolution, fundamental principles, and data subjects' rights,
alongside a historical review of the emergence of the EU General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR) and its elevation to the status of a fundamental right. Furthermore, the study seeks to
conduct a comparative analysis between the two systems to identify similarities and differences,
with the goal of assessing the extent of the Saudi system's alignment with international standards
and providing recommendations for its development in a manner compatible with the national
digital transformation and Vision 2030, while preserving the local cultural and religious context.

Methodology:

The research adopted a descriptive-analytical approach to review the origins and historical
development of both systems, relying on official legislative texts such as Royal Decree No.
(M/19) and its amended executive regulations, as well as Regulation (EU) 2016/679. It also
employed a comparative methodology to analyze similarities in definitions, principles, data
subjects' rights, disclosure mechanisms, and penalties, as well as differences such as the absence
of "Privacy by Design" and Privacy Impact Assessment (PIA) in the Saudi system, with
reference to judgments of the Court of Justice of the European Union and previous studies.

Results:

The study revealed extensive alignment between the two systems in basic definitions,
principles such as lawfulness, transparency, and data minimization, and data subjects' rights
including the right to be informed, access, erasure, and objection. It also demonstrated the
influence of GDPR on PDPL, with local adaptations that consider cultural sensitivity toward
religious and family data. Nevertheless, differences emerged in the absence of certain advanced
preventive tools in the Saudi system and variations in penalty mechanisms, reflecting the relative
novelty of the Saudi system compared to the long-established experience of GDPR.

Recommendations:

It is recommended to strengthen the Saudi system by incorporating the principle of "Privacy
by Design" and mandating Privacy Impact Assessment (PIA), particularly with the proliferation
of artificial intelligence. It is also proposed to develop more flexible oversight mechanisms for
international data transfers, enhance awareness and training for relevant entities, and study the
potential adoption of some proportional penalties from GDPR for large companies, to ensure
readiness for future technological challenges without compromising national sovereignty.

Keywords:

Personal data protection, Saudi system, GDPR, comparative study, digital privacy, digital
transformation, data subjects' rights.
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2. Directive 95/46/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 October 1995 on the protection of
individuals with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data.

13 Treaty of Amsterdam amending the Treaty on European Union, the Treaties establishing the European
Communities and certain related acts, sighed on 2 October 1997.

14 . Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2000 on the
protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data by the Community institutions and bodies
and on the free movement of such data.
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16 1: Treaty of Lisbon amending the Treaty on European Union and the Treaty establishing the European
Community, signed on 13 December 2007; Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, Article 8.

17: Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) judgment in Case C-131/12, Google Spain SL and Google Inc. v
Agencia Espafiola de Proteccion de Datos (AEPD) and Mario Costeja Gonzdlez, 13 May 2014.
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2L: Floridi, L. (2013). The Ethics of Information. Oxford University Press.
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