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Abstract:

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is a major destination for religious tourism, receiving
millions of pilgrims and Umrah performers annually. Saudi Vision 2030 aims to diversify
national income sources and enhance the contribution of non-oil sectors, one of the most
important of which is religious tourism.

This thesis aims to study the impact of religious tourism on the national economy in light
of Saudi Vision 2030.

An analytical methodology was used for the study, where the study relied on the
descriptive analytical approach. The study population was visitors and pilgrims, and a
sample of 61 visitors was taken. The study showed that religious tourism has a significant
positive impact on the national economy, through:

Job creation: Religious tourism contributes to creating new jobs in various sectors, such
as hotels, restaurants, transportation, and tourism.

Increasing GDP: Religious tourism contributes to increasing the GDP of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia.

Diversifying national income sources: Religious tourism contributes to diversifying
national income sources and reducing dependence on oil.

Enhancing economic development and contributing to the Kingdom's

vision: Religious tourism contributes to enhancing economic development in various
regions of the Kingdom, which is consistent with Saudi Vision 2030.

The study recommended a set of recommendations, including:

Developing infrastructure: The study recommends developing infrastructure in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to accommodate larger numbers of pilgrims and Umrah
performers.

Diversifying tourism products and services: The study recommends diversifying
tourism products and services offered to religious tourists.

Promoting the Kingdom as a religious tourism destination: The study recommends
promoting the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as a religious tourism destination
internationally.

Keywords: Saudi Vision 2030 — National Economy — Religious Tourism
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