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Abstract

Satisfying the desires and tastes of consumers is one of the most
important goals that should be pursued by those in charge of the
production and marketing activity of agricultural products in general.
Dates occupy an important position in agricultural production and the
national economy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Dates are considered one of the favorite foods in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, whether they are consumed fresh in the season of their
production, in the wet stage, or in the date stage, to be suitable for
consumption throughout the year due to their tolerance of preservation
and storage conditions.

The modern technical progress that is flourishing in the Kingdom has
been accompanied by the use of dates in the manufacture of many
transformational food products, in addition to the manufacture of dates
and the development of methods of packing them to suit the changing
food patterns in society and the development of food industries in
general in the Kingdom. As we can see at the present time, the
consumption of dates decreases in exchange for the increase in demand
for oriental sweets. There are about 21 date factories in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, with a production capacity of about 51 thousand tons,
representing only about 9% of the total production of dates in the
Kingdom. There are no recent studies on the patterns of consumption of
dates in the Kingdom in order to cope with the impact of the high
standard of living and the development of various food industries and
the availability of many different types of sweets, as well as the
availability of varieties of fresh fruits throughout the year and its impact
on the consumption of dates and dates.

Therefore, this study is concerned with the production of dates in the
Qassim region and its impact on emerging projects in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia in order to reach the descriptive and qualitative
characteristics of dates and dates that suit consumer tastes and try to
identify the most important factors affecting the consumption and
marketing of dates to develop appropriate solutions for the
development of production and Improving methods of packaging,
processing and marketing of dates and dates in the Qassim region. (Sabri
and others, 1985 AD(
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