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Understanding the Difference Between
Undergraduate and Graduate Projects




Criteria Undergraduate Thesis Project Graduate Thesis Project
Academic
Bachelor's Degree Program Master's or Doctoral Program
Level
Scope of , _ Can cover a broader range of topics or delve deeper
Typically narrower in scope _ .
Study into a specific area
Emphasis on learning research skills and
Originality P & Requires original contributionsto the field of study

techniques
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Criteria Undergraduate Thesis Project Graduate Thesis Project
Length of _ .
. Generally shorter in length Longer and more comprehensive
Project
Idea Does notinclude a new idea May include original research or new contribution
Evaluation Does not usually evaluate every assignment Typically evaluates each assignment thoroughly
Duration Typically completed over two semesters Typically completed over one semester
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oter 1. Introduction

oter 2. Literature Review

oter 3: Research Methodology
oter 4: Statistical Analysis

oter 5: Findings™ Discussion and Conclusion
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Chapter 1: Introduction

mmm Chapter 2: Literature Review

Chapter 3: Research Methodology

Chapter 4: Statistical Analysis

Chapter 5: Findings™ Discussion & Conclusion’
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Creating a Table of Contents in
Word
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Creating a Table of Contents in Word ey 4

~N
A Click on "References" tab
1 Select "Table of Contents"
1 Choose a style
 Update table if needed

W,
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How to Read a Paper
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The first pass:

« The first pass Is a quick scan to get a bird’s-eye view of the paper.
* You can also decide whether you need to do any more passes.
« This pass should take about five to ten minutes
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The second pass

 In the second pass, read the paper with greater care, but ignore details such
as proofs.

* It helps to jot down the key points, or to make comments in the margins, as
you read.
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The third pass

« To fully understand a paper, particularly if you are reviewer, requires a
third pass.

* The key to the third pass is to attempt to virtually re-implement the paper:
that is, making the same assumptions as the authors, re-create the work.

« By comparing this re-creation with the actual paper, you can easily
Identify not only a paper’s innovations, but also its hidden failings and
assumptions.

* This pass requires great attention to details
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