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[Broad Introduction to Topic] There are an estimated 1.2-5.5 million snakebites annually
around the world, with approximately 20,000-94,000 attributed annual deaths [1]. /Broad
Background Context] The annual cost burden of snakebites is significant, and worldwide
morbidity and mortality represent a neglected global public health problem [1,2]. /Narrowing
the Topic] In the United States, there are approximately 7,000-10,000 annual emergency
department visits from snakebites [3], with 32-60% from venomous species, the majority
being pit vipers [3,4], and 5-7 annual fatalities per year [3-5]. [/ndicating Importance of

Research] Individual expenses from antivenom and intensive care unit stays can cost upwards
of $153,000 for a single patient [6].
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