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The role of digital media in documenting the Arab
musical and lyrical heritage in the twenty-first
century "A Field Study"

Farid Saleh Kelantan

PhD Researcher

Abstract:

Interpreting the historical biography and cultural concepts in the
heritage of peoples is essential in order to consolidate the developmental
identity. The role of digital media in documenting and protecting the
Arab musical and lyrical heritage through publishing and preserving
audio and video recordings and documentary materials related to the
heritage of Arab musicians, composers, and singers, facilitates access,
interaction and dialogue through means of communication. Social and
digital platforms that contribute to enhancing awareness of the Arab
musical and lyrical heritage and ensuring its continuity for future
generations. One of the problems of the study is the lack of knowledge
and awareness of the classical Arab music heritage among the youth who
are fond of modern music, and how to preserve and document the
cultural musical and lyrical heritage and convey it to the public.
Therefore, it calls for an in-depth study to keep pace with the changing
events regarding preservation methods in digital media. The goal is to
find the optimal and sound methods for taking the advantage of digital
technology and employing it to preserve and enhance the classical Arab
musical and lyrical heritage through digital media. Some of the
supporting applications in documentation, listening, television programs
and competitions have been studied, as well as the biographies of some
notable musicians, including composers and singers, and their
availability on the Internet. The study provides a biography of music
throughout history, and uses the descriptive approach, some important
points were concluded through questionnaires of 120 samples in Saudi
society with their opinions, including the scarcity of knowledge about

evy



(€ Ygplisllg (ol aasll. dpoileylvlwlhallgtignayldlag %
GRS

musical heritage due to the lack of support and interest in it, despite the
availability of digital media as a stimulating environment for artists and
creators to experiment and innovate in music, and also the difference in
documentation in the life histories and careers of many artists and
musicians, which affects the credibility of the information. Among our
recommendations is adopting academic educational methods by
reviewing and developing modern methods in digital media, and
encouraging researchers, musicians, and those who are interested in Arab
musical heritage to conduct studies exploring the influence of media.
Digital heritage aims to preserve and develop heritage, how to provide a
wide digital library of historical musical recordings, and to pay attention
to digitizing the Arab musical and lyrical cultural heritage and publishing
it digitally by investigating accuracy and collecting musical information
and biographies of singers and musicians from their original sources to
enhance communication between generations.

Keywords #digital media _musical and lyrical heritage The
Twenty-First Century
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