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Abstract:

The goal of this study is to assess the role of medical tourism towards
promoting the economic development of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, in the
context of recent developments towards diversification of sources of revenues
and achieving the goals of Saudi Vision 2030. The study is significant due to the
sharp rise in investments in health and tourism sectors and the emergence of
Saudi Arabia as a developing medical center in the Middle East. The study
answers the key question of how much medical tourism does to support the
promotion of economic growth indicators through the provision of investment
opportunities, income creation, job creation, and gross domestic product (GDP)

growth.

The study employed a descriptive analytical approach using a
questionnaire as the data collection tool, and 384 participants drawn from the
health and tourism sectors. Statistical analysis was used to examine data. The
main hypothesis, under which there is a statistically significant positive
relationship between economic growth and the expansion of medical tourism,
was tested through One-Way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA). The findings were
indicative of an F-value of 1621.217 with a significance level of (.000), which
indicated that there was a high statistical correlation between the two variables.
The findings further showed that 94.3% of economic growth could be explained
by medical tourism growth, indicating the potency of the explanatory model

applied.

The study concluded that medical tourism investment is accountable for
propelling the service sectors, earning revenues, and providing additional
employment opportunities, thereby assuring the path of sustainable economic
growth within the Kingdom. The study concluded with a set of
recommendations pointing to the necessity to enhance the health infrastructure,
prepare regulation frameworks, and enhance international promotional efforts to

draw foreign patients.
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