



RESEARCH PROJECT RUBRIC
 
For each of the categories, assign a score of 0 through 4. Enter scores in the rightmost column. Evaluators are encouraged to assign a zero to any work sample that does not meet the benchmark level performance.

	
	Excellent
4

	Very Good 
3
	              Good 
2

	Acceptable 
1
	Unacceptable
0
	Score

	Introduction
/Literature Review
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Title/Topic 
	The title/topic    of    the study is clear, specific, and explicitly reflects the variables and context of the study
	The title/topic of the study is specific and reflects the variables and context of the study
	The title/topic of the study is broad and adequately reflects the variables and context of the study.


	The title/topic of the
study is too broad and does not reflect the variables and context of the study
	No evidence 
	4

	Introduction/ Background of Study

	Exceptional introduction that grabs the interest of the reader and states detailed background information and main topic. It explicitly identifies current and specific issues of the research/field, and provides detailed information regarding   the   variables. It links coherently to the problem statement




	Good introduction that makes sense to the reader and states background information and main topic. It identifies specific issues of the research/ field, and provides adequate information regarding the variables. It is connected to the problem statement
	Introduction is adequate but is general and dull. It describes general issues and provides some information regarding the variables. It
ends abruptly and is somewhat connected to the problem statement.


	Introduction is too broad, dull and lacks focus. It lacks issues and provides minimum information. It is detached from the problem statement
	No evidence 
	3

	Problem Statement
	Problem statement is based on the identification of comprehensive research gaps. It consists of thought provoking questions and/or significant issues/problems specific to the   research at a local, national, or world level. It is current and contextualized within the scope of the student’s research purpose. It specifies the important relationship between the variables of the   study. It	provides localized, concrete, and convincing support/evidence. It is very clear and well developed
	Problem statement is based on identification of some research gaps. It consists of questions and/ or issues/problems related to the research at a local, national, or world level. It is worded in the form of the study’s purpose. It is contextualized within the scope of the student’s research purpose. It specifies the relationship between the variables of the   student’s   research. It provides adequate relevant	support/ evidence. It is clear and adequately developed.

	Problem statement is based on questionable/ unconvincing evidence of research gaps. It consists of questions and/or issues/problems that are generally related to the research. It is worded in the form of the purpose of the student’s research and specifies the relationship between the variables being examined in the student’s research. It provides some relevant support/evidence. It is adequately developed.

	Problem statement is not based on research gaps. There   is   lack of     questions     and/ or   issues/problems that are related to the research. It briefly states   the   purpose and variables of the student’s research. It lacks support/evidence. It is ambiguous and too general.

	Research problem is not stated 
	2

	Research Aim and Objectives

	The aim and objectives are feasible, clear, significant, and ethical. They are clearly stated and closely related to the problem statement. They align closely with each other and incorporate all of the SMART strategy (specific, measurable, achievable, realistic and time-bound




	The aim and objectives are feasible, clear, significant, and ethical. They are related to the problem statement. They align with each other and incorporate    most of the SMART strategy (specific, measurable, achievable, realistic and time-bound).

	The aim and objectives are feasible, clear, significant, and ethical. They are somewhat related to the problem statement. They are related to each other and   incorporate    most of the SMART strategy (specific, measurable, achievable, realistic and time-bound).

	The aim and objectives are not feasible, clear, significant, and ethical. They are confusing and deviate from the problem statement. They lack alignment with each other and do not reflect the SMART strategy.

	No evidence 
	3

	Research questions/ Theme/rationale
	Research question(s)/theme is clear; develops a concrete rationale for the research question(s); guides the reader directly to the theme/hypothesis.
	Research question(s)/theme is clear; develops a reasonable rationale for the research question(s); reader can discern theme/hypothesis.
	Research question(s)/theme is present; rationale for the research question(s) available but difficult to follow; does not guide the reader directly to the theme/hypothesis.
	Research question(s)/theme is present but rationale is not appropriate; does not clearly direct reader to the theme/hypothesis.
	No research question(s)/theme; no rationale for the study.
	2

	Literature Review
	Current, comprehensive, complete;; shows evaluative knowledge of the primary literature; critically evaluates opinions of experts.
	Current and complete; shows knowledge of the primary literature; evaluates some opinions of experts.
	Current but not comprehensive; shows some knowledge of the primary literature; accepts most opinions of experts.
	Current but incomplete; shows some knowledge of some of the primary literature; accepts opinions of experts.
	Hastily prepared; limited in scope; neither current nor complete; does not critically evaluate opinions of experts. 
	3

	Synthesis of literature
	Provides a focused synthesis of the literature; shows an excellent relationship between the literature and the research question(s).
	Provides a mostly focused synthesis of the literature but some fragmentation; shows a good relationship between the literature and the research question(s).
	Provides a modest synthesis of the literature; relationship between the literature and the research question(s) is present and is partially developed.
	Provides some synthesis of the literature; relationship between the literature and the research question(s) is present but not developed.
	Literature is fragmented; no synthesis.
	2

	Conceptual Framework


	The principal elements (key factors, concepts, variables) in the conceptual framework are real and are clearly defined, contextualized, and/or theoretically grounded. The assumed relationships among them are clearly explained either graphically or in narrative form. Overall, the conceptual framework is systematically organized, easy to remember, and apply.

	The principal element (key factors, concepts, variables) in the conceptual framework are real and are adequately defined, contextualized, and/or	theoretically grounded. The assumed relationships among them are explained either graphically or in narrative form. Overall, the conceptual framework is organized and somewhat easy to remember, and apply.

	The principal elements (key factors, concepts, variables) in the conceptual framework are real and are somewhat contextualized, and/ or theoretically grounded. The assumed relationships among them are loosely explained either graphically or in narrative form. Overall, it can still be improved.

	The conceptual framework is confusing and/or inaccurate and/ or lack theoretical support.


	Conceptual framework is not provided 
	2

	Methodology
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Research Design
	Appropriate, clear; describes procedures in detail, precisely describing how data will be collected and handled; attention to relevant detail; has good controls; applies new methods or comes up with novel approach.
	Appropriate procedures; described in detail, always sufficient for replication; good controls.
	Appropriate procedures; described in detail; sometimes sufficient for replication; adequate controls.
	Appropriate procedures; described in minimal detail; insufficient for replication; missing some controls but data can still stand.
	Omits important information; insufficient detail; inappropriate design; no controls.
	2

	Execution of procedures
	Shows evidence of rigorous data collection; excellent data quality.
	Shows evidence of good data collection procedures; good data quality.
	Shows evidence of acceptable data collection procedures; adequate data quality.
	Shows evidence of minimally acceptable data collection procedures; data quality occasionally inconsistent.
	Shows evidence of sloppy data collection; much of the data is of low quality.
	3

	Analysis of Data
	Done rigorously; strong statistical foundation for the analysis; creative analytical methods; demonstrates excellent understanding of statistical analysis. 
	Accurate statistical application based on good statistical foundation; demonstrates understanding of statistical analysis.
	Accurate use of statistics; acceptable understanding of statistical foundation.
	Statistical tools used but with only limited understanding of statistical foundation.
	No analysis or use of inappropriate statistical tools.
	2

	Data Presentation 
	Unambiguous and clearly presented figures and graphs; shows creativity in presentation.
	Unambiguous and clearly presented figures and graphs.
	Acceptable figures and graphs; clearly presented.
	Acceptable figures and graphs but not clearly presented.
	Hastily prepared; poorly presented figures and graphs; ambiguous.
	3

	Results
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Communication of Results
	Results of the data collection use
techniques that describe the data and
reveal meaningful relationships that
exist in the data.




	Results of the data collection are
described limitedly to reveal meaningful relationships that exist
in the data.
	Results are adequately stated in an objective manner.
	Results are simply stated
in an objective manner.
	Does not present results
of the data collection.
	3

	Discussion & Conclusion
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Discussion
	Provides a compelling discussion of the implications of the findings (positive and negative), placing their importance within the context of current knowledge.
	Makes a good attempt to discuss the implications of the findings.
	Makes an adequate attempt to discuss the implications of the findings.
	Makes a partial attempt to discuss the implications of the findings.
	Makes no attempt to discuss the implications of the findings.
	2

	Conclusions
	Conclusion is extremely clear, succinct, and complete.

Conclusion clearly follows from results, is accurately described in
detail in terms of data analysis, showing excellent methodological and conceptual
rigor.
	Conclusion is clear, succinct, and complete.

Conclusion clearly follows from results and is explained in terms of the analysis of the data, showing good methodological and conceptual rigor.

	Conclusion is mostly clear, succinct, and complete.

Conclusion adequately follows from results
and is explained in terms of the analysis of the data, showing adequate
methodological and conceptual
rigor.
	Conclusion is often unclear; not succinct.

Conclusion partially follows from results and is explained in terms of the analysis of the data, showing partial methodological and conceptual
rigor.

	Conclusion is not clear; not succinct; not complete.

Conclusion does not
clearly follow from the
results.

	3

	Interpretation
	Can back up all interpretation with valid results; does not claim findings that are not evident from the data.
	Can back up most interpretation with valid results; does not claim findings that are not evident from the data.
	Can back up most interpretation with valid results but some interpretations speculative; does not claim findings that are not evident from the data.
	Can back up most interpretation with valid results; but some interpretation is speculative.
	Can not back up all interpretation with valid results; claims findings that are not evident from the data.
	3

	Synthesis
/Understanding






	Synthesizes and integrates all data; clear understanding of data and their implications.
	Synthesizes and integrates most data; clear understanding of most of the data and their implications.
	Synthesizes and integrates some of the data; understanding of most of the data but not all their implications.
	Some understanding of the data but not all their implications; synthesizes information to a small degree.
	Does not understand the data or their implications.
	3

	Integration with current knowledge
	Excellent use of citations and thorough integration of findings with the current literature.
	Good use of citations and integration of findings with the current literature.
	Adequate use of citations and adequate integration of findings with some of the current literature.
	Partial use of citations but minimal integration of findings with the current literature.
	Improper use of citations and fails to integrate findings with the current literature.
	2

	Limitations
	Discusses the limitations of the study and how these limitations moderate conclusions; offers appropriate solutions.
	Discusses the limitations of the study and how these limitations moderate conclusions; offers reasonable solutions.
	Modest discussion of the limitations of the study and how these limitations moderate conclusions; does not offer solutions.
	Minimal discussion of the limitations of the study and does not offer solutions.
	No discussion of the limitations of the study.
	3

	Citation/ Documentation
	Sources are exceptionally well-integrated and they effectively support claims made by the student. Substantial amount of sources are peer-reviewed journal articles published in the past five years. Proper    detailed    format is used consistently and correctly in both the text and references section. References, quotations, and works cited conform to APA 7th edition in both the text and references section
	Sources are well- integrated and they support the student’s claims. A considerable amount of sources are peer-reviewed journal articles published in the past five years. Consistent format in the text and references section. There may be occasional errors, but references, quotations, and works cited conform to APA 7th edition in both the text and references section
	Sources support some claims made in the student’s research, but might not be well integrated within the student’s arguments. Only a handful of sources are peer-reviewed journal articles published in the past 10 years. Sometimes inconsistent citations in both the text and references section. There may be a few errors in conforming to APA 7th edition in both the text and references section
	Inadequate use of research   sources or if it does, sources are not well-integrated. Sources are obsolete and are not cited by other scholars. Very inconsistent use of citations in both the text and references section. Sources are not cited/listed correctly according to APA 7th edition in both the text and references section
	No evidence of compliance to APA referencing style
	2

	Total Marks
	
	
	
	
	
	50/80






1

