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Abstract

In the context of the rapid proliferation of social media platforms, notable
shifts have emerged in language use patterns among Saudi youth,
manifested in the spread of colloquial Arabic and hybrid writing that
blends Arabic with foreign languages and symbols. These phenomena
raise questions about the extent to which such platforms influence the use
of Modern Standard Arabic (MSA), and how this is reflected in linguistic
and cultural identity — particularly amid the growing use of foreign
terminology at the expense of Arabic vocabulary. It is from this premise
that the research problem stems, as it attempts to uncover the nature of this
.anfluence, its scope, and the issues it raises

The digital revolution and the widespread adoption of the internet have
significantly constrained the use of the Arabic language, compelling users
to employ Latin script to access electronic platforms — even when the
content itself was in Arabic. This imposed a third language on the digital
space: a hybrid blend of Arabic and English, in which Arabic letters are
replaced by foreign characters and numerals. With the growing influence
of social media across various segments of society — youth in particular
— the use of hybrid language increased, permeating both rapid exchanges
and occasionally long-form posts on social platforms. This has contributed
to a decline in the use of Modern Standard Arabic and the erosion of key
.Arabic terminology, especially in comparison to their English equivalents

Keywords: Influence, Social Media Platforms, Colloquial Arabic, Hybrid
.Writing, Youth
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