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Abstract:

This research aims to explore the impact of visual arts as an educational and
rehabilitative tool in developing sensory perception and social interaction

among children with special needs. The study emerges from the increasing




demand for non—traditional methods that accommodate individual differences

and enhance developmental skills in this group.

The problem addressed lies in the low levels of sensory perception and social

interaction observed among children with disabilities (such as autism or

intellectual disability), especially due to limited engagement in classroom or

home environments, and the lack of systematic use of visual arts. The main
objective is to measure how activities such as drawing, coloring, and sculpting
influence perceptual and social development, and to analyze the resulting

changes.

The study adopts a quasi—experimental methodology, applying a structured
visual arts program to a selected sample of children with special needs over a
specific time period. Standardized tools were used to measure sensory
perception and social interaction before and after the program. The collected

data was statistically analyzed to test the study’s hypotheses.

The results revealed statistically significant differences in favor of the post-test
for both sensory perception and social interaction, confirming the effectiveness
of the implemented visual arts program. The study recommends integrating
visual arts into educational and therapeutic curricula in schools and centers for
children with special needs, along with training professionals to utilize these

activities in a purposeful and guided manner.

The theoretical importance of this research lies in enriching the academic
literature on art in special education, while its practical value lies in offering an
applicable model tailored to the Arab context for supporting the development

of children with various disabilities.
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