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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the role of influencer marketing on Instagram in
influencing fashion purchase decisions among Saudi consumers. The study adopted
the survey method and used an electronic questionnaire as the data collection
instrument. The questionnaire was administered to a purposive sample of 141
Instagram users in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

The findings revealed that the majority of the participants had been using
Instagram for more than five years and regularly or occasionally followed fashion
influencers, particularly those specializing in women's fashion. The results also
indicated that Instagram plays an important role in helping consumers discover new
fashion products and obtain information that supports their purchasing decisions.
Furthermore, the study found that the effectiveness of influencer marketing is closely
associated with influencers' credibility and transparency, the quality of the content
they provide, the authenticity of product experiences, and the alignment of
influencers' content with consumers' values and culture.

The findings further showed that participants do not rely solely on influencers’
recommendations when making purchase decisions. Instead, they prefer to verify
product quality and compare available alternatives before purchasing. The main
reasons for refraining from purchasing products recommended by influencers were
reliance on personal experience, lack of need for the product, and high prices. The
study concluded that influencer marketing is an influential factor in fashion purchase
decisions; however, its effectiveness depends on a combination of personal and
marketing-related factors rather than on the influencer's popularity alone.

Keywords: Influencer Marketing, Instagram, Fashion Purchase Decision, Saudi
Consumer, Digital Marketing.
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