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Abstract | y=slI-

This study aims to assess the social return on investment (SROI) of a home-based therapy
program for children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), implemented by the Saudi Autism Society
in Riyadh during the 2024—2025 rehabilitation year. The research adopts a quantitative descriptive
approach and utilizes purposefully designed questionnaires administered to two target groups: 30
families of children who received intensive home-based intervention and 10 specialists involved in
service delivery. The study tool was constructed to measure perceived changes across four key impact
dimensions: (1) child skill development, (2) reduction in family psychological stress, (3) improvement in

quality of life, and (4) decreased reliance on institutional services.

The results revealed a high level of perceived social impact from the families’ perspective, with
all four dimensions scoring above the average threshold. Regression analysis indicated significant
positive correlations between the perceived social impact indicators and estimated SROI values. The
average SROI ratio exceeded 3:1, suggesting that every unit of investment generated more than three
units of social value. The findings support the integration of non-financial outcomes—such as

empowerment, well-being, and reduced stress—into economic evaluation frameworks. The study

draws on theoretical frameworks including behaviorism, social capital theory, and systems theory to

interpret the results and proposes strategic recommendations for policymakers, practitioners, and

researchers.
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