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Abstract:

This study examines the impact of exposure to misleading news on social
media on the level of community awareness in the United Arab Emirates,
in light of the widespread use of social media platforms and the heavy
reliance of many individuals on them as a primary source of news and
information.

The study aimed to identify the extent of the spread of misleading news on
social media, measure its impact on the awareness level of community
members, in addition to identifying individuals’ ability to distinguish
between accurate and misleading news, and the extent of their reliance on
trustworthy sources.

The study adopted the descriptive analytical method and used an
electronic questionnaire as the main tool for data collection from a sample
consisting of 50 respondents from members of society across different
Emirates of the United Arab Emirates.

The findings of the study showed that social media platforms are among
the most important sources of news for participants. The results also
indicated the clear spread of misleading news through these platforms and
its role in spreading rumors and affecting the level of community
awareness. The study also revealed a good level of awareness among
individuals, as a large number of participants are keen to verify the
accuracy of news before sharing it.

The importance of the study lies in highlighting the danger of misleading
news to society, the need to enhance media and digital awareness, and
encouraging individuals to rely on trustworthy sources, which contributes
to reducing the negative effects of this phenomenon.

Keywords: Misleading News, Social Media, Community Awareness,
Rumors, Digital Media.
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