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Abstract

Why do countrics. jain environmenzal agrecsoents?  What determines the
smeeess. or Gdlare of an environmental agroemene? In this thesis we Jook at
the detcrmi of partie i meneal agr paging spo-
«cinl attention to the rode played by domestic interest groups and the qualicy
of institwtioss. To amswer our research questioss, we assembled the largess
participation data set in the lterature. This data set contains both global
aed regioaal agreemesis. Unliloe previous data sets, it idemtiSes the potes-
tial members of cvery treary. This allows us to correct the identiScation
hins subsisting in previous works. In this thesis we use o multibevel survival
model to study the determinants of participation in environmental agree—
ments. Char met bodalogical approach introduces o number of mprovemenes
over previcas empiricnl works, in particular with reference to the trentment
of umobserved heterogeneity. It is also the Brse tinse a Bayesian techmiqoe
(ABCMC) is ueed in ehe estimation of participasion models.
We expand the tradicional frosework of analy=i with & seady of the G-
0 jon stage of . In this respect, we study five differcne vari-
nkiles that capture how a country fares in terms of envircemestal policies.
Bt is the first time a stody of participagion is conducted jointly with the
nmalysis of domestic policies. This franswwork yickls interesting comclusons
o the detensinancs of Eematonal cooperasion asd ther fual mmpact oo
O show ehat covironmental kol
ing hns o positive efficct on participation in esvironmsestal sgroements, whibe
the effect of industrial lobbying is statistically insignificant. This useopec-
ted resalt is robuast to changes in specification and procies used. We reveal
thnt simmilar resalts for imdustrial lobbying had beesn obtaised in previous
1 studics. B o this pel hip bhas never beoen investigated in

abennil.

We adwance an explamatios based on the lobbying preferences of esviros-
neental and industrial interest groups. The explanation is tested an dansestic
policics: the resalts show that o dichotony exists in the way environmental
ned industrinl pressure i ecerted. Emvircamental infuence focuses cn treaty
participation choices and other nommative governmental measures. COm the
contrary, industrinl lobbées prefer to target the implemsestation stage of en-
vironmental agrecments, espocially the measures thae are more rewnrding
in eoonomic termes. We also find evidenes that institutions play & vital rokle
im i g prart b im emvin al , amd chat isteress
groups temd to be nware influcntial when the qu.n]ln of imsitutions is hoeer.

The study draws o number of policy suggestions. We stress the eapn-
ity of regional agrecments ta deliver higher participation mies than ghobal
agroements. We alss highlight the importance of sccuring the participation
of key plogpers im the initial years to promote adherence to the agoeesnent.
Finally, wr ilustrate how aur moded can be ased ta generate probabilicies of
Joining meneal agr The of this thess is relovane o
treaty negotiators amd any entity that bas am ccosomic or private isteress
in_envircmpsental CEIC LS.
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