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The issue of white lands is a major challenge facing urban development in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. This research aims to study the impact of imposing white land fees on development projects

in Riyadh as a case study representing the challenges and transformations in the kingdom.

The research methodology involved collecting data from various sources such as government
reports, real estate statistics, including the analysis of government policies, and surveys of Saudi
families in Riyadh. The study focused on elucidating the effect of implementing the white land fee
system on lands within the urban scope of Riyadh and its impact on increasing the supply of

developed lands to achieve a balance between supply and demand.

Based on the study, the results indicate that land prices increased between 40% and 90% before the
implementation of white land fees (Q1 2010 - Q4 2016). After the fees were imposed (Q1 2017 - Q4
2023), prices generally stabilized with a slight decrease in some neighborhoods, attributed to

increased supply and the imposition of property taxes.

Considering these findings, the recommendations center on expanding the application of the land
fee system to include provinces in the Riyadh region, enhancing collaboration with the private sector
in land development, improving mechanisms and policies for directing revenues, boosting
transparency and communication regarding land fees, and conducting periodic monitoring and

evaluation of the impact of these fees on development projects.
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