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Abstract:

This study aims to clarify the legal framework governing inspection operations, with a
focus on the legal guarantees provided to natural and legal persons during the exercise of
supervisory duties by competent authorities. The study adopts an analytical and
comparative approach by reviewing relevant Saudi regulations such as the Code of
Criminal Procedures, the Food Law, and the Unified Government Inspection Regulation,
and comparing them to some international models. The study discusses the scope of
inspectors’ discretionary authority and the impact of the absence of legal controls on
individual rights and freedoms. It also addresses practical issues such as inspections
without prior authorization, exceeding the inspection’s purpose, or failure to document
proceedings. The study concludes that there is a pressing need to unify procedures among
regulatory bodies and enhance the transparency of inspections through digital tools and
accountability mechanisms. The study recommends the development of a unified
inspection manual, legal training for inspectors, and the implementation of internal
oversight on field inspection practices.

Keywords: inspection, discretionary authority, criminal procedures, legal guarantees,
administrative oversight, regulatory protection, procedural unification.
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