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By the end of this chapter, you will be able to understand the following knowledge:

= The concept of scientific publishing and its importance in scientific research.

= |dentify the types of local and international scientific journals in management sciences
and how they are classified.

= |dentify the main steps of scientific publishing in accredited journals.

= |dentify the contents of a scientific article and how each part of the article can be

written.

= Possessing the necessary knowledge and experience required to submit research

electronically to the journal.
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By the end of this chapter, you will possess the following Skills:

publication requirements .

editorial board and the changes required by the reviewers to submit the final version of

the research.

The ability to choose the appropriate scientific journal to publish the research.

The ability to write a scientific article with all its contents, taking into account

The ability to submit research to the journal and deal with the responses of the journal’s

~
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O Final step in the research process .

O Phases in the research process: PRP P = Planning; R = Research; P = Presentation (final step)

\ O Research findings are worth nothing unless they are shared = PUBLISHED!
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Why publish?

* You may want to publish your research as part of your quest for fame and
fortune or, at the very least, for tenure, but the only truly appropriate reason
for publishing your research is to tell others about it.

* The purpose of your paper is to explain why you did a piece of work, how you
did it, what you found, and what your findings might mean.

 The explanation of your methodology should be sufficiently detailed to allow
the scientists in your field to repeat your work exactly, if they so choose. Your
work is the foundation on which other researchers will base their future work
and, as you must surely recognize, your work is based on the earlier research

of others.
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Journal Ranking and classification

Journals are categorized into four quartiles: Ql1, Q2, Q3 and Q4. Journals in Q1 and
Q2 are considered top-tier journals while the lower-tier journals are classified as Q3
and Q4.

Q1 and Q2 journals have a higher impact factor than Q3 and Q4 ranked journals.
Some of the factors considered in the categorization include the aim and scope of
the journal, the quality of its board, the impact factor, external opinions about the
journal and quality of the papers.

The number of citations for journal publications is an influencing factor, called the

impact factor, which is used to rank journal ranks
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The selection of journals, in order of trying to publish our work in them, is a
process that can be done proactively or reactively. Like everything in life,
proactivity is always recommended, allowing planning from the first moment
and therefore a natural adaptation of the content (our work) to the medium (the
journal). But beware; we do not research to publish in a certain journal. The
research process is due to the objectives / results, not the medium in which they
were communicated, something quite secondary. What definitely does not make
sense is to investigate something knowing a priori that nobody would publish it

to us.
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* The most obvious and simple answer is, “we will try to have our work
published in those journals whose work we have used.” This is because,
logically, our work will be well adapted to them. For this, a good exercise is the
revision of our bibliography, in order to identify which sources we quote most
frequently. However, we must also take into account other aspects:

 Regarding to the characteristics of our work, the choice of a journal can be
determined by:

1. Thematic. Thematic is the first criterion for the selection of a journal. In
principle, we will try to publish in those journals of high specialization in our

area, because it is where best place will have our works. However, we can also

\_ do it in “broad spectrum” journals, the major area journals.
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2. Methodology. If our work uses a striking research methodology or suggests
some progress in the methodological field, we could also try to publish in
journals thematically the methodology itself, for example the REDES magazine
that publishes works of multiple areas whose common element is Sociometry.

3. Object of Study. The object of study can also determine the environment in
which a paper is going to be published, since there are specialized journals in
geographic areas or a certain part of the population. A clear example is the
studies of women. A paper titled “Analysis of Social Networks of women in
positions of responsibility in Spanish universities” could be published in a

journal of Education (main subject), a methodology journal on Sociometry

\_ (Methodology) or a journal of Gender Studies (Object study).
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 Regarding to the characteristics of the journals themselves:

» Scientific Impact. Impact Factor journals are those indexed in the Web of
Science Journal Citation Reports. They are considered the best magazines
in the world in each area. The mere fact of publishing an article in them is a
merit recognized by research agencies.

* Indexing in Databases. The first function of this indexation is to increase the
diffusion of the papers; nevertheless there is a second, evaluative role, which
indicates that the best journals are present in the most demanding databases,
since they are able to comply with first-order evaluative processes order. There

are generic databases (Web of Science, Scopus, Latindex) or specialized by

\ area.
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» good researcher. For that reason, a simple analysis of the research career of
the editorial team will give us a reliable approximation of the scientific quality
of the journal.

« Editorial Prestige. It is very important to know the editorial behind the
magazines, economic solvency, specialization, editorial professionalization,
etc. This is the guarantor of the quality of the processes, the selection of the
technical equipment and the continuity of the same.

« History of the Journal. The age of the journal is already very indicative, we will
try to publish in journals that we assume consolidated. Likewise, the analysis

of its history allows us to see if it is a journal with progression, fulfillment of

\_ periodicity, etc.
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Formal requirements. Logically, we have to verify that our work is able to
fulfill the formal requirements demanded by the journals (extension of the
document, number of figures, number of authors, style of citation, etc.).

The periodicity as already mentioned is fundamental, the authors are
interested in publishing in journals that declare and commit themselves
with reasonable evaluation times.

Rights of authors. Another aspect to consider should be the rights of the
author. Usually, authors have the right to, once the works have been
published, to store their works in their personal pages and in scientific
repositories, in order to help disseminate them, however, not all journals allow

it.
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«  The title is, arguably, one of the most important parts of a paper. The title is

not only printed first (or very close to the top) in an article; it is the part that
will be read by most people. These readers must then decide whether the
paper contains information that is relevant or interesting for them. The main
requirements of a good title can be formulated briefly and sharply: be precise,
simple, and short. The best title is one that gives the most accurate

information about the content of the paper with the fewest possible words.
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+ Generally, the title should indicate answers to the important basic questions:

What? Where? How? What was studied: an organism, a mechanism, a
community, a molecule? What was measured? And what methods were used?
Where: in the laboratory, or in the field? How was the study organism or
phenomenon examined? A good title indicates all these elements, so that

readers can judge what to expect in the paper.
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After the title of the publication, the author names are given on the next line, usually
abbreviating the first hames. It is customary for the first named author to be the
principal author and, upon request, the corresponding author of the paper. Or a
subsequent author is given as corresponding author. The names are followed by the
addresses. If not all authors have the same address, the distinction can be made by

superscript asterisks or numbers by the name.
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|' Abstract

The abstract is a brief overview of the content of the article. It should not be more
than about five lines long, so that it is not overlooked by readers in a hurry. It should
describe the content of the paper, what was investigated with what, and the main
result. It should by no means contain all conclusions or a complete summary of the
article should be offered as an abstract. Also, a detailed discussion or citations are
out of place here.

Like the title the abstract also has an informative and interest arousing function.
The reader should feel motivated to want to read more of the article. Therefore, the
abstract must be very thoroughly formulated and clearly present the essential

aspects of the publication to the reader.
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« Just like the title, the abstract should be formulated only at the end,

when you know how you have presented everything.

« Be aware that the title and abstract should be considered as one unit
of information. as a single unit of information. This means that you
should under no circumstances repeat the content of the title again
in the abstract. By the way, this is a typical mistake of inexperienced

authors, which is punished by attentive reviewers.
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It is customary to include three to six keywords after an abstract. This is also
applicable to conference’s abstract, where during the submission process, you will
be asked to provide relevant keywords.

Honestly, | have always thought of this section as a dilemma. What are keywords?
These are words used to describe your article in a word or two that enables your

article to be identifiable during literature searches done by other scholars.
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The Materials and Methods
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The Results
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The Discussion
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The Conclusion

« This is a critical paragraph that “brings the study’s findings home.” The conclusion
should be a brief paragraph that portrays the important messages established from
this study. It is not the place to bring in new results or discussion. Short, concise, and
to the point are the key steps to success. In fact, anyone reading the conclusion on its
own would know exactly what the study was all about and its main messages.

« Different journals would advise different settings for the conclusion section. While
some will want the conclusion as a separate section after the discussion, some will

opt for it to be the last paragraph of the discussion section..
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Box 15. A sample manuscript submission letter

The Editor
Global Ecology & Biogeography

17 May 2008
Dear Editor
Re.: Submission of a M5

Enclosed please find a manuscript by Magura et al. “Urbanisation decreases
the diversity of forest specialists but not overall diversity in ground beetles
(Carabidae)”. We would be grateful if this could be considered for publication
in the journal “Global Ecology and Biogeography ™.

This work reports results obtained in the international Globenet Project.
The Globenet Project, started in 2000, is an attempt to find out whether
urbanisation has a general impact on invertebrates in geographically
different locations. The individual sub-projects have a common setup and
methodology, creating the necessary pre-conditions for a synthesis that has
not yet been done. In this manuscript we attempted to examine one general
hypothesis: that urbanisation would be detrimental to biodiversity. We
believe the specific new aspects of our work are the following:

1.) We analysed patterns of diversity by using diversity ordering by the
Renyi diversity index, which is not commonly used in ecology, although it
has recently been recommended by Southwood & Henderson (Ecological

methods. 20000 as a oreferred wav o comnare  diversitvy trends. We__
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