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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the impact of small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) on improving living standards and enhancing employment
opportunities in Saudi Arabia, in light of Vision 2030's objectives to
diversify the national economy. The study adopts a mixed-methods
approach combining descriptive-analytical and quantitative methods.
Semi-structured interviews were conducted with sector experts and
officials from the "Monsha'at" authority (8-10 interviews), alongside a
questionnaire administered to a stratified random sample of 384
participants (SME owners and employees) distributed across four
geographic regions (Riyadh, Jeddah, Dammam, and other regions) and
four economic sectors. The study tests four sub-hypotheses concerning
the relationship between SME growth and income/living-standard
improvement, employment rates, the effect of government support, and
differences attributable to economic sector. The findings are expected to
reveal a statistically significant positive impact of SMEs on both
variables, providing policymakers and Monsha'at with analytical

evidence to help refine policies supporting this vital sector.

Keywords: Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs), Living
Standards, Employment, Vision 2030, Saudi Arabia.
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Abstract

This study examined the impact of small and
medium enterprises on improving living
standards and enhancing employment

opportunities in Saudi Arabia, using a mixed-



methods approach on a sample of 384
participants across four regions and four
economic sectors, aiming to provide
policymakers and Monsha'at with analytical
evidence supporting policies for developing this

.vital sector under Vision 2030
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