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Abstract

This study highlights qualitative shifts in modern crime mechanisms, aiming to reveal the role of
social media in facilitating access to drugs among youth in Saudi Arabia and to analyze the technical
and psychological tactics used in this context. Grounded in the theoretical integration of "Cyber-
Routine Activity" and "Social Learning"” theories, the study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach.
Data were collected via a questionnaire administered to a random sample of 174 young men and

women aged 18 to 30.

Field results revealed the transformation of digital platforms into complex "hybrid markets,” where
Snapchat emerged as the most dangerous and widely used platform for promotion (82%). This
dominance is attributed to dealers exploiting “self-destructing messages” and geolocation features to
evade detection, while Telegram served as a logistical channel for finalizing transactions. The study

uncovered the development of a coded visual language relying on "Emojis” to bypass censorship,

with the sample demonstrating a very high awareness of these symbols' illicit meanings.

Furthermore, statistical analysis confirmed a strong positive correlation between digital usage
intensity and the likelihood of algorithmic exposure to drug content, contributing to the "social
normalization” of drug abuse behavior. Based on these findings, the study recommended updating
the Anti-Cyber Crime Law to criminalize coded symbols in suspicious contexts, developing national
algorithms for proactive visual monitoring, and directing "digital immunity" programs to university

students to bridge the gap between risk awareness and safe reporting mechanisms.

Keywords : Social Media, Drug Promotion, Youth, Digital Drugs, Cybercrime, Snapchat, Emojis,

Cybersecurity.
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