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Abstract:

Outer space -as a war domain- is witnessing a fierce international competition in
light of its multiple military and civil uses. Accordingly, this study seeks to identify
the dimensions of this strategic phenomenon that affects the international balances
of power. Also, it tackles the main causes of space militarization based on the neo-
realism theoretical assumptions, and it classifies international space powers
according to their capabilities, national efforts and space strategies. The study
concludes that several political, legal and conceptual dilemmas codify the
international efforts aiming at controlling outer space militarization, which paves the



way for its weaponization. With the rapid technological developments, outer space
may become a future's battle arena among the major space powers, in light of the
growing hostilities among those powers that adopt the worst-case scenario.
Therefore, the governing principles of outer space have varied to include: hegemony,
control, safe haven, last resort, etc. States' policies towards space militarization and
weaponization have also varied from intensifying national efforts to weaponize it,
alliance with major space powers to maintain national security, and actively seeking
to ban such weaponization.
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