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The principle of pacta sunt servanda constitutes the bedrock of contract law, dictating that a
contract validly entered into has the force of law between the parties and cannot be revoked except
by mutual consent or for reasons authorized by law'. This binding force finds its doctrinal and
statutory justification in the stability of financial transactions and party autonomy?.

However, an extensive jurisprudential and academic debate has arisen regarding the extent to
which a judge may intervene to modify a contract if unforeseen, exceptional, and general
circumstances occur after its formation3. Legislative bodies have resolved this controversy by
codifying the doctrine of unforeseen circumstances (théorie de l'imprévision) as a mechanism to
restore economic equilibrium to the contract®. This approach has been consistently upheld by
supreme courts, which view a severe contractual imbalance as a legitimate ground for judicial
intervention®."
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art. 147, para. 1.
2Al-Sanhuri, Abd Al-Razzak. Al-Waseet fi Sharh Al-Qanoon Al-Madani. Vol. 1, 3rd ed.
Cairo: Dar Al-Nahda Al-Arabiya, 2011, p. 145.
3Sorour, Ahmed Fathi. "The General Theory of Contractual Equilibrium in Civil Law."
PhD diss., Cairo University, 1970, p. 88.
* Nassar, Jaber Gad. "Contractual Flexibility and Applications of the Doctrine of
Unforeseen Circumstances." Journal of Legal and Economic Research 2, no. 1 (2018):
p. 45.
> Egyptian Court of Cassation, Civil Circuit, Challenge No. 452 of JY 85, Session of

\March 12, 2016, Court of Cassation Judgments Collection, p. 500 y
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