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This study aims to analyze the impact of entrepreneurial programs, competitions, and training camps organized
by both local and international institutions on fostering entrepreneurial orientation (EO) among youth,

encompassing innovativeness, proactiveness, risk—taking, and opportunity recognition.

Amid rapid economic and social transformations, such initiatives have become a vital driver for developing the
entrepreneurial mindset, sharpening innovative capacities, and building social capital that enables youth to

expand their professional networks and engage in real-world, market-oriented experiences.

The study adopted a mixed-methods approach, combining electronic surveys to quantitatively measure
participants’ orientations before and after engagement, along with in-depth interviews to capture qualitative
dimensions of entrepreneurial behavior. Data were analyzed using entrepreneurial theory frameworks to

assess changes in entrepreneurial intention and the ability to transform ideas into viable opportunities.

Findings reveal that these initiatives enhance core entrepreneurial skills such as leadership, teamwork, time
management, critical thinking, and adaptability, while also boosting self-confidence and instilling a culture of
embracing failure as part of the learning and growth process. Results further indicate that university students
tend to develop clearer strategic plans for their ventures, while younger students display higher levels of

enthusiasm and motivation, reflecting differences in entrepreneurial orientation across educational stages.

The results align with the objectives of Saudi Vision 2030, particularly in developing human capital, fostering
innovation,and promoting entrepreneurship as a foundation for economic diversification. They also contribute
to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), especially Goal 4 (Quality Education), Goal 8 (Decent
Work and Economic Growth), Goal 9 (Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure), and Goal 17 (Partnerships for

the Goals).

The study recommends expanding the scope of these initiatives to reach a broader segment of youth,
strengthening public and private partnerships to ensure a sustainable entrepreneurial ecosystem, and
integrating experiential learning into educational curricula to cultivate a generation with an innovative

entrepreneurial mindset capable of competing both locally and globally.
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