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Abstract

This study aimed to analyze the role of vocational education and training in
economically empowering youth, by identifying the concept and importance of
vocational education and training, analyzing its role in enhancing employment
opportunities, identifying challenges facing its programs, and proposing
development recommendations. The study adopted the descriptive analytical
approach, and data were collected using a questionnaire distributed to a
random sample of (298) young men and women beneficiaries of vocational
education and training programs. The results showed that the overall average
of evaluating the quality of training programs was (3.52) out of 5, which is a
high level, and the overall average of their impact on economic empowerment
was (3.58) out of 5, which is also a high level. The results also revealed a
positive and strong correlation between the quality of training programs and

economic empowerment (r = (0.685), and that program quality contributes to

explaining (48.2%) of the variance in employment opportunities, and (53.4%)

of the variance in labor market integration. All five research hypotheses were
accepted. The results also indicated challenges facing vocational training
programs, most notably: weak funding (26.2%), outdated curricula (20.8%),

limited practical training opportunities (19.5%), and lack of modern equipment




(16.1%). The study recommended updating training curricula, increasing

practical training opportunities, improving trainer efficiency, strengthening
partnerships with the private sector, adopting supportive government policies,
and launching awareness campaigns to change the social perception of

vocational education.

Keywords: Vocational Education and Training, Youth Empowerment,
Economic Empowerment, Labor Market, Youth Unemployment, Vocational

Skills.
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