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Study Abstract

This study examines the characteristics and patterns of entertainment content on TikTok and
its impact on audience engagement, through a field study conducted on a sample of youth at
the Faculty of Media and Communication, King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah. The
significance of this study stems from the growing presence of TikTok in the daily lives of
university students, evolving into one of the most prominent digital environments that
combine entertainment, rapid interaction, and algorithmic reach. This makes it a fertile
ground for understanding the nature of digital content consumption and its associated
engagement forms. The study addresses a core problem: digital engagement with
entertainment content on TikTok is not uniform across all content; rather, it varies based on
content characteristics, patterns, and presentation. This raises questions about the attractive
features of entertainment content, its most followed patterns, the motives for consumption

among university youth, and their primary forms of interaction.

The study aimed to identify the most prevalent entertainment content patterns followed by
university youth, uncover their motives for using TikTok, and determine the forms of digital
engagement practiced within the platform. Additionally, it analyzed the relationship between
content characteristics/patterns and the level of digital engagement. To achieve these
objectives, the study adopted the Descriptive Survey Methodology, using an electronic
questionnaire as a data collection tool for a sample of 32 students from the Faculty of Media
and Communication at King Abdulaziz University. The theoretical framework utilized several
approaches, primarily the Uses and Gratifications Theory, alongside Media Dependency
Theory, Media Effect approaches, Framing Theory, the Spiral of Silence, Symbolic

Interactionism, Social Presence, and Technological Affordances.

Results indicated a dominance of comedic and satirical clips, followed by light-hearted
content related to fashion, dance, and daily vlogs, suggesting that entertainment usage is
largely driven by psychological gratifications such as pleasure and escaping routine. Findings
also showed that the most attractive content characteristics include relevance to personal
interests, short video duration, fast-pacing, and comedic nature, along with the use of visual
and audio effects. Interestingly, the fame of the content creator ranked lower than the quality
of the idea and its presentation. Regarding motives, the study revealed that university students

follow entertainment content for psychological reasons, such as novelty, enjoyment, boredom




relief, mood improvement, and escaping academic pressure, as well as social reasons,
including enhancing communication with others, providing conversation topics, and keeping

up with trends within the university environment.

The study concluded that TikTok is no longer just a transient entertainment app for
university youth; it has become an influential digital environment performing overlapping
psychological, social, and communicative functions. Furthermore, the characteristics and
patterns of entertainment content significantly contribute to shaping the degree and type of
digital engagement. The findings confirmed the study's hypotheses, showing a clear
relationship between content characteristics and engagement levels, the link between content
consumption and psycho-social motives, and the variation in engagement levels based on the

content patterns circulated via the application.

Keywords: TikTok, Entertainment Content, Digital Engagement, University Youth, Digital
Media, Uses and Gratifications, Content Patterns, Algorithms, Short Videos.
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