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Abstract

This study aims to identify the most important impediments that prevent the
activation of the internal audit units at the government agencies in the Kingdom that has
been applied on the institutions of the civil government sector in the city of Riyadh. To
collect the necessary data for this study, the researcher used personal interview and
questionnaire. The study community was represented in (31) government ministries in
the city of Riyadh, and it has been shown through the survey that (23) ministries have
established and activated that represent 72.2 % of the sample size, (6) ministries did not
activate that represent 19.3 % of the sample size and (2) did not establish nor activate
which represent 6.5 % of the sample size. This study has shown the existence of a
number of impediments that have prevented the activation of internal audit units in
government agencies in the Kingdom and the most important of them were: non-
correlation of these units with the first administrator of the body, failure to provide
suitable premises for these units, the lack of qualified human resources, lack of
supporting these units by the required positions, the lack of sufficient support of senior
management for these units, employment systems hinder attracting qualified human
resources, lack of enough awareness to departments under review and the lack of
support from the regulatory authorities for guidance about the way of optimal activation
and also differing views between the competent authorities to find a solution to the
impediments of activating these units.

The study has provided a number of significant recommendations including: the
development of a specific time period to establish and activate the work of these units
and put sanctions in case of non- commitment to establish and activate the work of
these units and create a separate department in one of the regulatory authorities to
support and assist these departments, the researcher also recommended to complete
this research by providing proposals to reduce the impediments contained in this
research.
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