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Legal Protection for Victims of Digital Identity Theft: A Comparative Study
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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the legal protection afforded to victims of digital identity theft
through a comparative analysis of the legal frameworks adopted in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and selected international jurisdictions. It sought to identify the concept and forms of
digital identity theft, examine its legal and practical consequences for victims, and explore

the mechanisms available for protecting victims and restoring their rights.

The study adopted the comparative analytical method by analyzing relevant legal provisions
and reviewing selected comparative models concerned with the protection of victims of

digital identity theft.

The study found that digital identity theft causes legal, financial, administrative, and social
harms that may continue even after the offense has been discovered. The findings also
revealed that effective victim protection requires more than criminalization and punishment;
it depends on the availability of clear mechanisms for reporting, compensation, rights

recovery, and mitigation of the consequences resulting from the offense.

The study concluded that strengthening the legal protection of victims of digital identity theft
and benefiting from comparative experiences can contribute to improving victim support,
enhancing rights recovery mechanisms, and achieving greater legal protection in the digital

environment.

Keywords: Legal Protection, Digital Identity Theft, Digital Crime Victims, Digital Identity,

Compensation, Rights Recovery, Comparative Study.
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