-

L3
3

; m“ | :"'
]t St
et L

St :"";“l - {
R - -"4"'“"*”

Oil spill risks on the marine environment and Saudi
Arabia's readiness to respond
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Abstract

This research was titled "The Risks of Oil Spills on the Marine Environment and the
Readiness of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to Respond", and it was done using the
comprehensive sample method of the study community, numbering (90) members of the
local committee for environmental emergency response in Jazan, and the researcher was
able to obtain a number of (78) items for reasons The presence of a number of them on
regular vacations and travel conditions during the implementation of this study. The study
attempted to identify the causes and sources that lead to oil spills in the seas, and to know
the risks resulting from oil spills. The research relied on the questionnaire as one of the
data collection methods to study the phenomenon in question. The data were analyzed
using the SPSS statistical analysis program version (26). The study reached a number of
results, the most important of which are; The collision, explosion and sinking of oil
tankers and the oil spill resulting from the cleaning of oil tankers in the depths of the sea
are among the most important causes and sources that lead to oil spills in the sea coasts.
Regarding the most prominent risks and damages resulting from oil spills in the sea
coasts, the study concluded that the very high cost of removing the waste resulting from
the oil spill, as well as the seriousness of the leaks, which threaten marine life in the
affected areas. The study also showed the role of international organizations in setting
laws to prevent these spills from occurring by strictly monitoring ships visiting ports. The
study also concluded that Saudi Arabia has a major role in preventing oil spills on the
coasts, through the environmental commitment to take precautions and prepare for any
emergency with regard to oil spills and others. The study came out with many
recommendations to raise the level of readiness of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in this
regard to prepare for oil spills, including: the formation of an integrated national
committee at the level of the Kingdom concerned with spills, periodic reviews of the
national plans for response. Forming a structure for local committees at the regional
level to respond to environmental emergencies in all regions of the Kingdom, especially

the coastal ones.

Keywords: risks, oil spills, marine environment.
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Summary:
Considering the importance of the marine environment and its resources, it
has received great attention from the international organizations that have
enacted international, regional and domestic conventions and treaties,
especially after the exacerbation of incidents of marine pollution. Therefore,
in this study, we examined this subject and clarified the risks involved, as
well as the role of international organizations in general and the role of
Saudi Arabia in enacting legislation that would conserve the marine
environment and its resources. The study included six chapters in addition
to references and supplements. The study was entitled " The risks of oil spills
and spills on the marine environment and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia'’s
readiness to respond ". The first chapter was as an introduction to the study
and represents the general framework of the study in terms of its problem,
relevance and objectives, responses and the objectives: Identifying the
causes and sources of oil spills on the coasts of Saudi Arabia's and the risks
resulting from oil spills on the coasts of Saudi Arabia’s. It also sought to
know the role of international organizations in developing laws and
legislation to prevent such spills from occurring. Finally, the study aimed to
clarify Saudi Arabia's treatments in responding to such spills.
The study also sought to answer the following questions, which were
represented in: Questionl: What are the causes and sources that lead to oil
spills on the coasts of Saudi Arabia's? Question 2: What are the risks
resulting from the oil spills off the coast of the Saudi Arabia's? Question 3:
What is the role of international organizations in developing laws and
legislation to prevent such spills from occurring? Question 4: What are the
treatments does Saudi Arabia do in responding to such spills?
In the second chapter, the researcher dealt with the first variable of the

study, which is oil spills, in addition to planning in responding.




In the Third chapter, we discussed the second variable of the study, which
included several themes, ; International liability for damage to the marine
environment, the most important international conventions to combat oil
pollution and minimize its effects, Saudi Arabia's role in enacting
environmental protection legislation and taking effective preparedness to

deal with oil spill accidents, as well as previous studies.

In the fourth chapter, the researcher dealt with the methodology and
procedures of the study and, in this study, adopted the analytical descriptive
approach, He addressed the target study community and its nomination,
which was represented by the members of the Local Environment
Commission in Gizan and the procedures for honesty and consistency were
clarified, and statistical methods used to analysis the study's data were
identified.

With regard to the fifth chapter, we discussed the analysis of the findings,
and in chapter six, the researcher drafted a general summary of the study's
most important findings, discussed them and linked them to previous studies
in the body of research. Through this chapter, he also formulated the most
important recommendations of the research, as well as the general
recommendations of the researcher's view. He proposed the most important

recommendations by virtue of his work in this area.
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