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AFFILIATE PUTS YOUR
AD ON THEIR WEBSITE.

WHAT IS AFFILIATE MARKETING?

AFFILIATE MARKETING IS A BUSINESS MODEL
WHERE BRANDS SHARE REVENUE WITH HOW DOES

PUBLISHERS AND CONTENT CREATORS IN @ —
EXCHANGE FOR LEADS AND SALES. IT WORKS AFF"_I ATE =
SIMILARLY TO A SALESPERSON BEING PAID A AFFILIATE GETS A CUSTOMER CLICKS
COMMISSION FOR A SUCCESSFUL SALE. N M ARKE" NG e

WORK?

&

CONVERSIONS ARE TRACKED

The more sales you make, the more money you earn. Affiliate
commissions can range from cents on the dollar to hundreds of dollars

per referral. Done right, affiliate marketing could help you earn more than
your current job or diversify the revenue of an existing content business.
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(Editor's Pick) =
1. Best Product _-"{R
You get paid by the You share an affiliate link Customer clicks your
affaliate network on your website, blog, or affiliate link

social media post

1. Best Product

How

S — ]
il AfAliate Marketing o
Works

Your commissions appear Customer visits the
in yvour affiliate dashboard advertiser’'s website

Customer is tracked as
being referred by you
through a cookie

Affliate network
attributes purchase to you
and issues a commission

Customer makes a

purchase
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1.You share an affiliate link on your website, blog,
or in a social media post

2.A customer clicks your affiliate link

3.Customer is redirected to the advertiser website
4.Customer is tracked as being referred by you
through a cookie

5.Customer makes a purchase

6.An affiliate network attributes the purchase to
you and issues a commission

/.Commissions appear in your affiliate dashboard

8.You get paid (!) by the affiliate network

www.midocean.ae

How To Do

\FFLITE. (24
MARKETING |

AN OVERVIEW OF HOW AFFILIATE

MARKETING WORKS



https://affilimate.com/product/affiliate-dashboard/

There is no single profile for a successful affiliate marketer. They range from independent entrepreneurs to teams at
well-known news outlets and online publications.

And since you aren’t responsible for the delivery of a product or service, affiliate marketing is low risk. You don't
need a degree in marketing or any specific qualifications to be a successful affiliate marketer. With the right resources,
almost anyone can generate affiliate revenue.

the success of an affiliate depends heavily on their ability to capture an audience and attract the right kind of
traffic. you need to craft quality content and optimize it for conversion.And it all starts with understanding and creating
affiliate links.
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What is an affiliate link?

The main way affiliate marketing works is
through affiliate links. Affiliate links are
trackable links with a unique URL assigned
specifically to you. They help advertisers
know that you sent them a specific
customer, so they can pay you a

commission If that customer makes a

v
purchase. é

X
\ W
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et The Anatomy of an Affiliate Link

1
I ! [

834n.net/ ?aid=affiliate123 &subid=button &url=example.com

1 1
© 4

The most important thing to know is that in order to earn a commission, the customer who converts needs to come
through your unique affiliate link. Then there's the way you earn your commissions. For the most part, there are two
main models for earning affiliate revenue:
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THEN THERE'S THE WAY YOU EARN YOUR COMMISSIONS. FOR THE MOST
PART, THERE ARE TWO MAIN MODELS FOR EARNING AFFILIATE REVENUE:

CPA (COST PER ACTION): YOU EARN EVERY TIME SOMEONE FROM YOUR
AUDIENCE COMPLETES AN ACTION. DEPENDING ON THE PROGRAM, THE
ACTION COULD BE MAKING A PURCHASE, STARTING A FREE TRIAL, OR FILLING
OUT A FORM WITH CONTACT INFORMATION.

CPC (COST PER CLICK): YOU GET PAID FOR CLICKS THE ADVERTISER
CONSIDERS TO BE QUALITY VISITORS, EVEN IF THEY DON'T COMPLETE A
SPECIFIC ACTION.

Different affiliate programs will offer different payment models, and some

may even pay you for both leads and conversions.
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a couple more key affiliate marketing terms i
you should get familiar with. These will also

help you pick affiliate programs with a high
earning potential:

*Cookies: Cookies are small files that are

stored on a customer’s device when they | A
click an affiliate link. They help businesses ) ® w

and affiliate networks remember that you " DR
referred the customer to them, so they can
give you a commission later on. ‘ '
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Cookie duration: Cookies typically have expiration dates. Affiliate links
tend to have expiration dates between 15 to 30 days, but they can run
for as little as 24 hours up to a year or more. Cookie duration matters to
affiliate marketers because customers may come back to a purchase
days or weeks after a customer first clicks on an affiliate link.
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Affiliate networks: Brands typically set up
their affiliate programs on third party
platforms called Affiliate Networks. These
platforms bring brands and affiliate
marketers together. There are dozens of
affiliate networks, with the most popular
Including Impact, Flex offers, Click bank
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the steps you need to get right from the beginning:
Step 1. Choose a niche based on research
Rushing to catch the latest fads can lead to trouble
when these trends end faster than they appear
(fidget spinners, anyone?).

Doing niche research is the best thing you can do to
make sure your affiliate business has high earning
potential and will make money for years to come.

In the process, you'll analyze the competitive
landscape, learn about affiliate programs available In
your niche, and be able to create a sustainable
affiliate marketing strategy and content plan.
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| an overview of the niche research process
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onvers Tyl How to do Niche Research

Create a

Start with Size up your

content plan

your passions competition

e Hobbies e Website size e Free and paid tools e 40-50 articles

e Areas of experience e Authority and links e Commercial intent within the niche

e Connections e Number of keywords e “Content

e “Your Edge” competitors e Supporting content Archetypes” you
e “Your Unique Factor” ideas can scale with

how to do niche research in 5 steps:
First, you need a niche idea
Size up your competition

Begin niche keyword research
Create a content plan
Evaluate the results (and act!)
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Specific, limited appeal
Small or medium market size gﬂm
Strong demand, unmet needs

Low competition

Unfair advantages

ADVANTAGES COMPBETITION
YOUR NICHE

A niche market is a slice of a bigger market, which appeals
to a more specific, limited audience whose needs are not
met by the broad-market solution.



Step 2. Choose the right platform
With a niche in mind, it's time to decide where to host your affiliate content and
what type of content you want to create.

There are two main choices for affiliates starting out: a website or a YouTube
channel.

YouTube can be an excellent place to grow an audience, build a brand,
and promote affiliate products to an audience that trusts your
recommendations.

www.midocean.ae
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But there are some downsides to starting with only a
YouTube channel:

1.Video takes longer to produce than written
content. Which limits the amount of content you can

: . -
create when starting your project.
2.Videos are harder to outsource. Especially if
you're the face of the channel, it means you'll need

to be involved with every video.

3.Harder to grow your email list. YouTube doesn't
have a built-in way to collect email subscribers. Yet
email is one of the most effective channels for
affiliate marketing.

4.YouTube channels tend to make less affiliate
money. There's simply more friction to getting clicks

\ \,J
on your affiliate links from a video compared to a ! Y
well-optimized blog post. ‘ a n n e
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Step 3. Pick profitable affiliate programs

Signing up for affiliate programs is easy. But spreading yourself too thin
IS one of the top affiliate marketing mistakes beginners make.

You want to start with a finite number of affiliate programs with good
commissions, solid conversions, and reliable demand.




MIDOC EAilI www.midocean.ae
e Elements of a good affiliate program

three key ways to pick a good affiliate program:

L N

Look for: Commission rate,

carning vieaiur

“ompennor

cookie period, recurring Potential

commissions

Look for: existing competitors,
keyword volumes, few backlinks

required to rank
Look for: brand recognition, sales page 3rand

I':qllilr:'];[l'll_

design, mobile-friendliness, positive I

online reviews
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First, assess earning potential

Affillate programs vary greatly in terms of
payment scale. Some programs offer a

' few cents per conversion. Others pay out
hundreds of dollars for a single lead.
Programs with lower payouts are often
easier to join and promote, which makes

k them appealing but require a higher

number of sales for the same amount of
revenue.
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Some competition can be a good sign. If
other people are doing well in the niche,
there's a good chance you can too. The
easiest way to find competitors is to simply
google for the kinds of search terms you'd
love your website to show up for.

Then, check which affiliate programs your
competitors are promoting most heavily on
those pages. Find out what terms they

offer, and how to join the program.

This Is one of the most effective ways to vet
affiliate programs, as long as your
competitors are further along than you are.
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Third, evaluate brand alignment and reputation

You are building your own brand and image at the
same time as you're promoting the products and
services of other businesses. Be selective In
choosing who you represent. Working with
businesses that don’t align with your brand leads
to audience mistrust and harm your brand long
term.

You also want to check that the brand you're
promoting is likely to convert. That means looking
at their sales pages, mobile-friendly design, and
other online reviews. Think about what you would
consider when buying the product as a consumer.

w.midocean.ae

300
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Step 4. Create optimized affiliate content d
None of the previous steps matter if you ) .@’ |
don’t have high-quality content that ° |
converts. , | o@ |
Creating content for affiliate _marketing is w !
more than simply adding links to an existing | ‘,

blog post. You need to help your audience "
make a decision on a product or service,
directly on your website, through strong
copywriting and appealing design.
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Product Mame Product Mame

L] Ftor's Pic -
B e T =
Product Roundups Product Reviews Product Comparisons
= - -

L ] (Fawarite) T £ £ -
~ g oAt Ranna ~

Resource Pages Tutorials Lead Magnets

j GIFTS FOR

- 10%6 OFF THE _ - (Edtitow's Pick)
~ dishtentutadl m— ~ 2 Best roauce  ICIENEEN

Deals and Coupons Gift Guides YouTube WVideos

high-converting affiliate marketing content include:




U

miDoceAl

‘Product _reviews: Nearly 97% of
consumers look at online reviews before
making a purchase decision, so product
reviews are a staple amongst affiliate
marketers.

*Product roundups: Roundups based on a
specific theme or category lead different
readers to relevant products and diversify
your revenue away from a single link.
*Product comparisons These are similar to
product reviews but place similar products
side-by-side to highlight pros and cons.
Product comparisons are extremely helpful
to orient audiences.

L % www.midocean.ae
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*Resource pages: Resource pages are
compilations of your favorite tools and
resources. Resource pages that focus on
solving a problem for your audience won't
be the highest converting pages but will
help to present you as an expert to your
audience and gather all of your affiliate
links In one place.

*Tutorials: Tutorials are an opportunity to
highlight exactly how a product works in an
easy step-by-step process. Customers are
likely to trust and buy a product when they
can see exactly how it will work for them.
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*E-books: Topics don’t always fit into a nice
blog post or email. This iIs where eBooks
come in. They give you an opportunity to do
a deep dive into a topic. As a bonus, you
can use the eBook as a lead magnet to
build your email list.

Affiliate content also goes by other names,
such as commerce content. But no matter
what you call it, don't forget to Iinclude
an affiliate disclosure which informs your
audience that you may earn a commission
If they buy from your links.



https://affilimate.com/blog/affiliate-marketing-content/#7-ebooks
https://affilimate.com/blog/commerce-content/
https://affilimate.com/blog/affiliate-disclosure-examples/
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optimize the page for conversion.

W

Conversion 101 for new affiliates

Here are some of the most important ways o R D E R
you can do that without a ton of

complicated plugins.

Button placement: Good button
placement and design is particularly
Important for getting people to respond to
your call to action, whether that be to sign
up, subscribe, or learn more. Button
placement should be noticeable, with CTAs
that spark Interest like "Read more

reviews", "Check the price", and "See more
photos".
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Latest: Eight Dates Challenge Summer Decor for 2021 Stylish Sandals for Moms See All
Early buttons in the

content make it easy Evenflo Sonus

for people who are

convinced to scroll to Review
the top and click-
through to the affiliate Bitee = Heion
offer.
$79 %

an example of a product review with a prominent button
above the fold of the browser:

Updated February 2021 Written By

For nearly 100 years, Evenflo has been offering decent baby products for @ M_gg_Col!ihs
a good price, which is an accomplishment — especially for car seats. All -

of their products are made in the USA (Piqua, OH...O-H! i-ol). Wonderingwhiere to begiis?

You see, most convertible car seats under $100 have a low-weight limit
Best Car Seats for Toddlers
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Positive
reviews
and
install
count
both act
as social
proof
that this
product
works
great.
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e benefit of using Elementor?

Search Blog

Type here and press enter ...

Latest Posts

Shopify SEO Guide for Beginners: 5
Actionable Tips...

Author(s): Elementor.com
Current Version: 331

Last Updated: July 20, 2021
elementor.3.3.1.zip

Elementor helps you add advanced styling, layout, and design elements to your

Best Minecraft Server Hosting

(Including Free Options)

WordPress content without requiring you fo know code. In the ne

version, you can even design your entire WordPress theme also w. CALLOUTS ALSO CALLED TEXT BOXES THESE

know any code. VISUALLY SEPARATE IMPORTANT INFORMATION
FROM THE REST OF THE BLOG. YOU CAN USE THEM
What is Elementor? FOR COMPELLING QUOTES OR STATISTICS THAT
INFLUENCE YOUR VISITOR'S DECISION IN THEIR
On a more specific note, Elementor is a visual drag and drop pags BUYER JOURNEY.

There are two parts to that description, so let’s parse each:
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Graphs, charts, and comparison
tables: As much as quality written
content iIs necessary, visual summaries
of Information are just as important.
Give users a glance overview of key
details by including graphs and charts.
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| ! AN EXAMPLE FROM A SITE COMPARING SMART
M I.E\??n(% I.ETA?( | WATCHES FOR KIDS:

» Best Smartwatches for Kids Images: People often make purchase decisions based
on emotion. Images that reinforce a particular feeling
Best Smartwatches for Kids embodied by your content nudge readers towards
converting. Even better if you can include photos of
the results a product has helped you to achieve.

After sorting through all of the features offered by the best kids smartwatches, we pi

Best overall Best for SOS calls Budget pick Best for active play Best for younger kids

TickTalk 4

Little Tikes Tobi
Robot

Angel Watch Verizon
GizmoWatch 2

Xplora X5 Play

(£ GPS tracking & GPS tracking & GPS tracking & GPS tracking (© No GPS tracking
v) Camera ) Camera (= No camera ) Camera (® No camera
© No games ® No games ® Only one game & Games © Games

Read rev

VIEW ON AMAZON VIEW ON ANGEL m VIEW ON AMAZON VIEW ON AMAZON
WATCH



'l For example, in this makeup review, the author shows .
MIDOCEA themselves trying each product: www.midocean.ae
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RECIPES FOOD FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT WELLBEING BUYING ADVICE WIN
Trending Recipe finder Pregnancy symptoms Fast 800 diet Strawberry picking Fun facts for kids Kids' activities Best kids movies on Netflix Royal news Seasonal food calendar

Home ' Wellbeing

We tried Aldi's new cult beauty makeup collection -

here's what we REALLY thought...

Aleesha Badkar
| September 12, 2019 8:00 am

000

Images of the product
being used or the results
of products help illustrate
the benefits.

Latest Stories

- ¥ How to get rid of acne
e } scars, according to
experts

R How to wash your hair,
e | 2ccording to the

experts

" .*" How often should you

" . wash your hair,
according to the
experts
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Banners: Banners may be eye-catching
and stand out, but they also are easily
ignored due to a “banner blindness” and
people tend to ignore banners entirely. You
can include them, but make sure to have
plenty of tasteful text links and buttons —
those will be your main conversion drivers.

Popups: Although controversy surrounds
popups because they can be annoying,
they are also highly effective at converting
your readers. Each popup is an opportunity
to recapture audience members through

strategies like discount codes and limited
time offers Banner blindness is a phenomenon in web

usability where visitors to a website consciously
or unconsciously ignore banner-like information.
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Now it's time to drive traffic to your carefully
selected offer. This can be done through
social media platforms, SEO blog posts,
and emaill lists.

The key is you want to either reach people
who are looking to buy, or capture their
email address to educate and inform
readers before prompting the purchase. Web Traffic

Step 5. Drive traffic to your affiliate site 0
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Traffic sources for

Affiliate Marketing

€D Reddit €) Facebook
@ Youtube © Linkedin
) TikTok €) rinterest
€D instagram €  Twitter
® seo ) Whatsapp

o Email Forums

the best free traffic sources for affiliate marketing:
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Step 6. Build a simple affiliate marketing funnel
An affiliate marketing funnel is a carefully laid out
process that guides users from the start of their
buyer journey to the point where they are a repeat
customer.

Funnels are critical if you need to take an audience
who isn't ready to buy (such as most visitors from
Pinterest or other "inspiration"-based channels),
and warm them up to your brand and offer.

By wusing a funnel, the reader sticks with
you through all the stages of the buyer's journey.
Even if they joined you weeks or months before
they're ready to make a purchase.

www.midocean.ae
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Awareness Consideration

Stage Stage

P

The buyer’s journey consists of four main stages:

Awareness: The prospect notices and identifies their problem
*Consideration: The prospect considers possible solutions to their problem
*Conversion: The prospect makes a purchase decision and thereby becomes a
customer

*Loyalty: A positive customer experience leads to trust and repeat purchases
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Step 7. Track and increase your affiliate revenue
Finally, it's time to talk tracking. ;’ y
Proper tracking is one of the most important aspects of (: p
successful affiliate marketing. |
Giving yourself visibility into what's working and what isn't in
your affiliate marketing strategy is what helps you make
more money, faster, and with fewer pieces of content.

And there is no better time than the very beginning of your

affiliate website to set up a system that will scale with you. /
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SR A
the two main ways to level up your affiliate aches o [ e R
Strategy with tracking: | aan @ AlEvents  AllPlatforms Al Regions
First, get basic affiliate tracking in place S D .
There are two types of affiliate tracking: \"
1.Tracking a network does for you (attriouting | (S e At A [
your sales and telling you which products people 0 b
bought through your links) | 0
2.Tracking you have to do for R s
yourself (figuring out which pages, affiliate links, | B
text and visual elements are converting).

9 900 2667

Mar 30 :
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