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Abstract :

Public-Private Partnership and Its Role in Achieving Sustainable Development in
Arab Countries (Pilot Study)

The world today is witnessing rapid economic and social transformations that have
rendered governments alone incapable of meeting the growing demands of comprehensive
development. Public-Private Partnership (PPP) has emerged as one of the most significant
tools that countries rely on to finance development projects and build infrastructure. This
study examines the role of PPP in achieving sustainable development by analyzing
legislative and institutional frameworks, partnership models, governance and transparency,
and risk- and finance-sharing mechanisms, measuring their effect on the economic, social,
and environmental dimensions of sustainable development.

The study originated from a research problem concerning the gap between the considerable
theoretical potential of PPP and its limited practical implementation in Arab countries,
guided by the main research question: What is the role of Public-Private Partnership in
achieving sustainable development? Eight sub-questions and six main hypotheses were
derived accordingly.

The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach using a questionnaire as the primary
data-collection tool. Due to limited access to a balanced representative sample across the
Arab countries originally targeted, the actual field application was confined to an
exploratory sample of 31 respondents, concentrated mainly in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

(24 respondents), with limited representation from Egypt, the UAE, and Jordan (23

respondents each). This positions the present work as a preliminary pilot study.

Statistical analysis showed relatively high levels of both partnership implementation and
sustainable development dimensions, with governance and transparency ranking first
among partnership dimensions. Correlation analysis revealed a strong, statistically
significant positive relationship between partnership and overall sustainable development (r
= 0.826), with all sub-dimension correlations significant at the 0.01 level. Multiple
regression analysis showed that the four partnership dimensions jointly explained
approximately 68.4% of the variance in sustainable development (R* = 0.684, F = 14.063, p
<0.001).




The main hypothesis was preliminarily supported, while the hypothesis concerning cross-
country differences could not be tested statistically due to small sample sizes in three of the

four represented countries—a key limitation explicitly acknowledged in this study.

The study recommends developing unified legislative frameworks, strengthening

governance mechanisms, and—most importantly—conducting future research with a
larger, more balanced stratified sample (at least 15-20 respondents per country) to enable
valid cross-country statistical comparisons.

Keywords: Public-Private Partnership (PPP); Sustainable Development; Governance;

Legislative Frameworks; Saudi Arabia; Project Management.
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