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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the impact of implementing the ISO 14001 Environmental
Management System on reducing legal and operational compliance risks, across its
dimensions (legal compliance and environmental legislation risks in the Kingdom,
operational compliance and industrial operations risks, sustainable environmental
performance, and institutional excellence) within industrial facilities in Jubail Industrial City.
The study population consisted of employees and officials in these facilities, with a sample
size of (60) respondents. To achieve the study's objectives and test its hypotheses, the
researcher adopted a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing a questionnaire designed as

the primary tool for data collection.

The results of the study revealed a statistically significant impact of implementing the ISO
14001 Environmental Management System on reducing legal and operational compliance
risks in Jubail's industrial facilities. The findings showed high leadership commitment and
strong logistical support for operating the system. Furthermore, ISO 14001 acts as an
effective preventive and legal tool that contributes to identifying and updating environmental
laws, avoiding financial penalties and legal sanctions, and ensuring the timely submission of
environmental reports to regulatory authorities. The results also indicated that the system
clearly contributed to proactively anticipating operational risks, improving waste
management, reducing the costs associated with accidents and pollution, and enhancing the
positive mental image and institutional excellence of the facilities before investors and the

local community.

The study recommended the necessity of intensifying field training and qualification
programs for frontline and operational staff to raise their readiness to handle environmental
emergencies. It also emphasized the continuity of internal and external environmental
auditing processes as a cornerstone for continuous improvement, in addition to strengthening
communication channels and permanent coordination with regulatory authorities in the

Kingdom to ensure real-time updates of legal and environmental regulatory records.

Keywords: ISO 14001 Environmental Management System, Legal Compliance Risks,

Operational Compliance Risks, Industrial Facilities in Jubail, Sustainable Environmental

Performance.
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