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Abstract i ) Ll el (5) sl

Title: The Impact of Implementing Academic Accreditation Standards on the
Quality of Educational Outputs in Higher Education Institutions: A PRISMA
2020 Systematic Review (2017-2026) with a Focused Analysis of the Arab
Context

This protocol sets out a ]i)re-s ecified plan for a systematic review synthesising
published evidence (2010-2026) on the impact of implementing academic
accreditation standards on the (?uality of educational outhuts in higher education
institutions, with a focused analysis of the Arab context. Following the PRISMA
2020 protocol, Scopus, Web of Science, ERIC, ScienceDirect, Google Scholar
and Arabic databases were searched using predefined SPIDER-based eligibility
criteria. Two-sta%e screenir%g was applied, methodol%gical qualit}/ was appraised
using MMAT 2018, and findings were synthesised thematically (Thomas &
Harden, 2008). A meta-analysis was not undertaken owing to substantial
heterogeneity across designs, outcome definitions and measurement instruments.
Once executed, the review is expected to characterise a positive but heterogeneous
impact, concentrated in governance and outcome-based programme design,
moderated by faculty engagement and the maturity of internal quality assurance
systems, alongside a marked scarcity of Arab evidence employing objective
outcome indicators.

Keywords: Academic accreditation; Quality assurance; Educational outputs;
Systematic review; PRISMA 2020; Arab higher education.
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Abstract

Objectives: This systematic review synthesises published evidence on the impact
of implementing academic accreditation standards on the quality of educational
outputs in higher education institutions, identifies the dimensions most strongly
associated with that impact and the factors moderating it, and diagnoses the state
of evidence in the Arab context. Setting: A desk-based review of literature
ublished between 2017 and 2026, with a focused analysis of Arab studies.
ethodolog?': The review followed PRISMA 2020 with predefined SPIDER-
based eligibility criteria, MMAT 2018 quality appraisal and three-stage thematic
synthesis. A search of ERIC returned 708 records, supplemented by 17 records
from a &:)reliminary scopinig search. Results: 114 records were screened, 93
excluded, and 15 studies included, of which 3 were verified at full text. All studies
reported some effect, but its magnitude was inversely proportional to design
rigour: perceived impact reached 4.08 out of 5 in a Saudi survey, whereas the
single study employing a control group found no immediate wage effect and a
null-to-slightly-negative employment effect. Perceptual indicators were used by
86.7% of studies and only one_ employed a control ﬁroup. Four studies were
conducted in the Arab context, all Saudi, three in health programmes, and two in
the same institution sharing an author. Recommendations: Adopting objective
outcome indicators and control groups, disaggregating accreditation standards
into measurable dimensions, engaging faculty in system design, and broadening
Arab evidence beyond health education.

Keywords: Academic accreditation; Quality assurance; Quality of educational
outputs; Systematic review; PRISMA 2020.
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