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Chi-Square Tests
Value df  Asymprotic Significance (2-sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 37.951° 16 .002
Likelihood Ratio 45.091 16 .000
Linear-by-Linear Association 29.024 1 .000
N of Valid Cases 197

a. 9 cells (36.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is .68.
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Chi-Square Tests
Value  df Asymptotic Significance (2-sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 32.288° 16 .009
Likelihood Ratio 36.096 16 .003
Linear-by-Linear Association 22.910 1 .000
N of Valid Cases 197

a. 10 cells (40.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is 1.16.
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Value df  Asymptotic Significance (2-sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 38.352° 16 .001
Likelihood Ratio 40.723 16 .001
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N of Valid Cases 197
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Source Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the impact of the diverse national interests of the GCC states
on the effectiveness of their unified foreign policy. It does so by identifying the most
prominent challenges facing the political integration process and pinpointing shared
aspirations that could enhance the prospects for a more coherent foreign policy. The study
employed a quantitative methodology using a structured questionnaire distributed to a sample
of 210 specialists and those interested in Gulf affairs. The results concluded that the
divergence of national priorities constitutes one of the most significant obstacles to the
effectiveness of a unified foreign policy. However, the results also revealed a relative
consensus on the importance of strengthening mechanisms for political and security
coordination among the GCC states. Furthermore, the study indicated that shared economic
and security aspirations provide a foundation upon which to build more consistent foreign
policy. The study recommends establishing a more effective institutional framework for
political coordination, strengthening channels for joint decision-making, and developing

unified diplomatic mechanisms that reflect the collective strategic interests of the GCC states.

Keywords: Gulf Cooperation Council, unified foreign policy, national interests,

political integration, regional coordination, strategic challenges, common aspirations.
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