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Abstract

This study aimed to examine university students’ attitudes toward the
credibility of digital content and the impact of fake news on them. The
study was conducted on a sample of 100 students from Midocean
University in 2026. The descriptive-analytical method was used, and a
questionnaire was employed as the main data collection tool. The
findings revealed that university students heavily rely on digital
platforms as a primary source of news, with varying levels of trust in
digital content. The results also showed a negative relationship between
the spread of fake news and the credibility of digital content, as well as
a clear impact of fake news on students’ attitudes and behaviors. In
contrast, the study found that higher awareness of fact-checking
methods reduces the influence of misleading news. The study
concluded with several recommendations, most importantly enhancing
digital media literacy within universities, promoting a culture of
verification, and strengthening the role of media institutions in
combating fake news.

Keywords: Audience trends, credibility of digital content, impact of
fake news, digital media, university students.
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