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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the attitudes of the Saudi public towards the
credibility of news published on social media platforms, applied to a sample of
Riyadh city residents. The research was conducted in light of the profound
transformations that the media landscape is witnessing at both regional and
international levels, and the growing reliance on digital platforms as a primary

source of news and information for a wide segment of the Saudi public.

The study addressed the central research question: What are the attitudes of the
Saudi public towards the credibility of news published on social media in Riyadh?
To answer this question, the researcher adopted the descriptive-analytical
methodology, which is the most appropriate for the nature of the study, as it allows
describing the phenomenon as it exists in reality and analyzing its dimensions in

relation to the study variables.

The questionnaire was used as the main data collection tool, applied to a
sample of 50 individuals from Riyadh, selected through purposive sampling based
on the nature of the topic and the temporal and spatial limits of the study. The
Media System Dependency Theory (Ball-Rokeach & DeFleur, 1976) was adopted

as the theoretical framework, alongside the Uses and Gratifications Theory.

The study reached several findings, the most prominent of which are: that the
Saudi public relies heavily on social media as a primary source of news; that the
level of trust in news credibility is moderate; and that public attitudes are
conditionally positive, depending on source credibility and the availability of
verification mechanisms. Based on these findings, the study presents
recommendations including the importance of promoting fact-checking culture,
encouraging reliance on official sources, and spreading media literacy and digital

education among community members.
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