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Summary

This study highlights the role of TikTok algorithms in shaping cultural awareness among Saudi
youth, as they are the group most active on and influenced by digital content. The research
addresses the issue of how recommendation algorithms prioritize entertainment and
consumerist content, affecting the potential use of the platform as a tool to enhance knowledge.
Utilizing a descriptive-analytical approach grounded in the Uses and Gratifications Theory
framework, data was collected through an online survey distributed to a purposive sample of
youth. The findings reveal that TikTok's algorithms directly influence content distribution and
shape users' interests based on their previous interactions. Despite the algorithms' natural
inclination toward entertainment, the platform can still play a positive role in expanding
.knowledge and discovering diverse cultures when user interactions are consciously directed
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