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The validity of digital evidence in Saudi criminal law:
A comparative analytical study

Fares Saleh Al Fares ()
Majmmah University
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Abstract: The development of information technology has led to the emergence of new forms of crime, which in the information space are
called “information crimes.” It has become difficult for investigators and specialists to detect or prove the crime because it occurred in an
intangible and limitless virtual environment. Traditional evidence has become incapable of proving these crimes and cannot keep pace with
them, making it difficult to convict the perpetrator. This has raised the question of the authoritativeness of digital evidence in proving this type
of crime. Based on the aforementioned facts, this research dealt with the concept of digital evidence and how to obtain it, the basic principles
of accepting digital evidence in criminal evidence, and the authority of the criminal court in accepting and estimating digital evidence within
a comparative analytical framework between the Saudi system and Emirati law. The study concludes with the most important findings and
recommendations.
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