Introduction

Riyadh, the capital city of Saudi Arabia, has experienced rapid development,
transforming into a major urban hub. Understanding the key drivers behind this
growth, evaluating the impacts of urban planning policies, and addressing the
challenges posed by such rapid expansion are crucial for ensuring sustainable
development. This study aims to explore these factors, with a particular emphasis
on urban planning, socioeconomic impacts, and the pursuit of inclusive and
sustainable growth.

Operational Definitions for Research Variables

e Urban Planning Policies: The strategies and regulations implemented by
governmental bodies to guide the development and organization of urban
spaces.

e Socioeconomic Impacts: The effects of urban development on the social
and economic conditions of the population, including income distribution,
employment opportunities, and quality of life.

e Sustainable Development: Development that meets the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their
own needs, focusing on environmental, economic, and social sustainability.

¢ Inclusivity: The extent to which all segments of society, including
marginalized groups, are considered and integrated into urban planning and
development processes.

Research Design (Research Onion)

e Philosophy: The study adopts a mixed-methods approach that integrates
both quantitative (surveys, data analysis) and qualitative (interviews, case
studies) research methods to provide a comprehensive understanding of
Riyadh's development.

e Approach: An exploratory approach is used to uncover the factors driving
Riyadh's development, combined with an evaluative approach to assess the
impact of policies on the city's growth.

o Strategy: A case study strategy is employed, focusing on Riyadh as the
central subject of the research.



e Methods:

o

e Time Horizon: The study adopts a cross-sectional time horizon, capturing
the current state of Riyadh's development and identifying ongoing trends.

Research Population & Sampling Methods and Technique

« Target Population: The research focuses on Riyadh residents, urban
planners, and policymakers.

e Sampling Approach: Purposive sampling is employed to ensure diverse
perspectives are included, particularly targeting individuals with knowledge
of or direct involvement in urban planning and development.

Data Collection Methods & Types of Data

e Methods:

o Surveys: Administered to residents to collect quantitative data on
their experiences and opinions.

o Interviews: Conducted with policymakers and urban planners to
obtain qualitative insights.

o Case Studies: Document and analyze specific urban projects in
Riyadh.

¢ Types of Data:

o Quantitative Data: Includes survey responses, demographic data,
and statistical information related to urban development.

o Qualitative Data: Includes interview transcripts and narrative
accounts from case studies.

Literature Review
A review of relevant literature reveals the following:

e Economic Growth and Infrastructure: Al-Harthy & Al-Shayaa (2017)
explored the relationship between infrastructure development and economic
growth in Riyadh, emphasizing the role of transportation networks.

e Urban Planning Policies: Al-Sadhan (2018) analyzed the evolution of urban
planning policies in Riyadh, highlighting key milestones and challenges.



e Socioeconomic Impacts: Al-Qahtani et al. (2019) examined the
socioeconomic impacts of Riyadh's rapid development, including income
inequality and social mobility.

e Challenges in Sustainability and Inclusivity: Al-Mutairi & Al-Hokail (2020)
discussed the challenges Riyadh faces in achieving sustainable and inclusive
development, particularly in terms of housing and service provision.

Statistical Analysis Procedures
The data will be analyzed using the following statistical techniques:

o Descriptive Statistics: To summarize the data and provide an overview of
the sample characteristics.

o Regression Analysis: To examine the relationships between variables and
test the research hypotheses.

o Validity & Reliability Testing: To ensure that the instruments used for data
collection (e.g., questionnaires) are both reliable and valid.



Sample Survey: Riyadh Development and Urban Planning
Section 1: Demographic Information

1. Whatis your age?

o 18-25
o 26-35
o 36-45
o 46-55
o 56+

2. Whatis your gender?
o Male
o Female
o Prefer notto say
3. Whatis your occupation?
o Student
o Government Employee
o Private Sector Employee
o Business Owner
o Unemployed
o Other (please specify)
4. Whatis your monthly income level?
o Lessthan 5,000 SAR
o 5,000-10,000 SAR
o 10,001-15,000 SAR
o 15,001-20,000 SAR

o More than 20,000 SAR



Section 2: Perceptions of Urban Development
5. How do you rate the overall development of infrastructure in Riyadh?
o Very Satisfied
o Satisfied
o Neutral
o Dissatisfied
o Very Dissatisfied

6. Do you think the current urban planning policies in Riyadh meet the
needs of its residents?

o Strongly Agree

o Agree
o Neutral
o Disagree

o Strongly Disagree

7. How accessible are public services (e.g., transportation, healthcare,
education) in your area?

o VeryAccessible
o Accessible

o Neutral

o Inaccessible

o Verylnaccessible

8. What are the biggest challenges you face as a resident of Riyadh? (Select
all that apply)

o Traffic Congestion
o Lack of Affordable Housing
o Limited Public Transportation

o Environmental Issues (e.g., pollution)



o High Cost of Living
o Other (please specify)

Section 3: Socioeconomic Impacts

9. How has the development of Riyadh impacted your quality of life?

o Greatly Improved
o Improved
o No Change
o Worsened
o Greatly Worsened

10. Do you believe that economic growth in Riyadh has been inclusive of all
segments of the population?

o Strongly Agree

o Agree
o Neutral
o Disagree

o Strongly Disagree

11. How satisfied are you with the availability of affordable housing in
Riyadh?

o Very Satisfied
o Satisfied
o Neutral
o Dissatisfied
o Very Dissatisfied

Section 4: Sustainable Development

12. Do you think Riyadh is developing in a sustainable manner?

o Strongly Agree

o Agree



o Neutral
o Disagree

o Strongly Disagree

13. What environmental concerns do you have about Riyadh's development?

(Select all that apply)
o Air Pollution
o Water Scarcity
o Loss of Green Spaces
o Waste Management

o Other (please specify)

14. What would you recommend to improve sustainable development in

Riyadh? (Open-ended)

Hypothetical Responses

Let’s assume the survey is conducted by a research team, and we received

responses from individuals named Ahmed Al-Mutairi, Sara Al-Qahtani, and Faisal

Al-Harthy. Here's how you might present the findings:

Survey Responses Summary

Ahmed Al-Mutairi (Government Employee, Age 34):

Overall Infrastructure: Satisfied

Urban Planning Policies: Agree that policies meet resident needs
Public Service Accessibility: Accessible

Biggest Challenges: Traffic Congestion, Environmental Issues
Quality of Life Impact: Improved

Economic Inclusivity: Neutral

Affordable Housing: Dissatisfied

Sustainability: Disagree



Environmental Concerns: Air Pollution, Loss of Green Spaces

Recommendations: "Increase public transportation options and enforce
stricter environmental regulations."

Sara Al-Qahtani (Private Sector Employee, Age 29):

Overall Infrastructure: Very Satisfied

Urban Planning Policies: Strongly Agree that policies meet resident needs
Public Service Accessibility: Very Accessible

Biggest Challenges: High Cost of Living

Quality of Life Impact: Greatly Improved

Economic Inclusivity: Agree

Affordable Housing: Neutral

Sustainability: Agree

Environmental Concerns: Water Scarcity, Waste Management

Recommendations: "Promote water conservation initiatives and improve
waste recycling programs."

Faisal Al-Harthy (Student, Age 22):

Overall Infrastructure: Neutral
Urban Planning Policies: Disagree that policies meet resident needs
Public Service Accessibility: Inaccessible

Biggest Challenges: Lack of Affordable Housing, Limited Public
Transportation

Quality of Life Impact: No Change
Economic Inclusivity: Disagree
Affordable Housing: Very Dissatisfied
Sustainability: Strongly Disagree

Environmental Concerns: Air Pollution, Loss of Green Spaces



¢ Recommendations: "Focus on affordable housing projects and develop
more green spaces in the city."

Analysis

¢ Infrastructure Satisfaction: Both Ahmed and Sara are generally satisfied
with the infrastructure development, while Faisal remains neutral,
suggesting that younger residents may have higher expectations or different
needs.

e Urban Planning Policies: Sara is highly supportive of the current urban
planning policies, whereas Faisal and Ahmed express concerns, indicating a
potential gap between policy intentions and actual resident experiences.

e Public Service Accessibility: Sara finds public services very accessible,
while Faisal faces challenges, highlighting potential inequalities in service
distribution across different areas of Riyadh.

¢ Challenges: Traffic congestion and environmental issues are significant
concerns for Ahmed, while Faisal struggles with housing affordability and
transportation. Sara's primary concern is the high cost of living, possibly
reflecting her private sector perspective.

e Sustainability: Faisal is the most critical of Riyadh's sustainability efforts,
pointing to a need for more youth-focused environmental policies. Ahmed
also expresses dissatisfaction, particularly with air pollution and green space
loss.

Conclusion

The analysis of survey responses from Ahmed Al-Mutairi, Sara Al-Qahtani, and
Faisal Al-Harthy reveals varied perspectives on Riyadh's development. While there
is general satisfaction with infrastructure, significant challenges remain, particularly
in terms of housing affordability, environmental sustainability, and equitable access
to public services. These findings suggest the need for more targeted urban planning
policies that address the specific needs of different demographic groups, including
younger residents like Faisal.

This study aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of Riyadh's development, with
a focus on the role of urban planning policies, socioeconomic factors, and the
challenges of sustainability and inclusivity. The findings will underscore the
importance of adopting sustainable development practices and fostering



collaboration among stakeholders to ensure Riyadh's continued growth in a way
that benefits all its residents.



