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Abstract:

This study serves as a scientific response to the rapid transformations within the
digital media landscape. It seeks to investigate and explore the "patterns of
podcast usage and the motivations for listening" among a specific segment of
university youth: students specializing in Advertising and Digital Marketing at
Mid-Ocean University. The significance of selecting this particular sample stems
from the fact that they represent "future content creators and marketers," making
an understanding of their audio content consumption behavior a vital indicator
of modern advertising market trends.

The research problem is centered on understanding the interactive relationship
between university students and podcast platforms. This is achieved by
monitoring quantitative variables—such as listening frequency, preferred
timings, and most-used platforms—alongside qualitative variables related to
motivations. Theoretically, the study is grounded in the "Uses and Gratifications
Theory," which posits that the audience is not a passive consumer but rather an
active participant who selects content that fulfills specific needs.

The study employs a descriptive survey methodology, utilizing a digital
questionnaire designed and distributed to a sample of Advertising and Marketing
students at Mid-Ocean University. The questionnaire aims to identify the
underlying motivations for listening, categorized as follows:

1. Instrumental Motives: Related to the students' desire to acquire
professional advertising skills, understand audio marketing strategies, and keep
pace with the developments of "Podcast Advertising."

2. Ritualistic Motives: Related to entertainment, passing free time, and
seeking escapism from academic routines through flexible audio content.

Through the analysis of the sample's responses, the study aspires to yield results
that clarify the impact of academic specialization (Advertising and Marketing) on
the type of programs selected—whether these students prefer niche
professional content (Business Podcasts) or general content—in addition to
identifying the gratifications obtained (cognitive or emotional). Ultimately, the
study concludes by providing a forward-looking vision for marketing decision-
makers on how to utilize podcasts as an effective communication channel for
targeting the youth generation.
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