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This study aims to identify the impact of using social media on the social behavior of
children in the primary school stage in the city of Riyadh, focusing on the age group
from 6 to 12 years. The importance of this study stems from the increasing use of
these platforms by children in recent times, and the potential positive and negative
effects this may have on their behavior and social relationships. Some previous
studies indicate that children use social media for entertainment, spending free time,
and communicating with friends; however, excessive use may be associated with
.social isolation, weak real-life interaction, and overdependence on the digital world

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and can be applied in the field to a
sample of primary school students in Riyadh, using questionnaires or interviews to
collect data from children or their parents. The study addresses several dimensions,

o




such as the number of hours of use, the most frequently used platforms, the motives
for use, and the extent to which this is reflected in social behavior, such as
communication with family, interaction with peers, tendency toward isolation, or
.acquiring positive behaviors such as cooperation and knowledge sharing

The study assumes that moderate and well-regulated use of social media may achieve
some social and cognitive benefits for children, while excessive or unmonitored use
may lead to negative effects such as (weak social skills), introversion, reduced
physical activity, and exposure to age-inappropriate content. The study may also
contribute to providing recommendations for parents and schools regarding the
importance of digital guidance, setting usage limits, and promoting educational

alternatives and social activities inside and outside school.

Key words: Social media networks, social behavior , primary school stage ,
Riyadh city.
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