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Abstract (| ,aill!)

This study aims to analyze women's economic empowerment programs in the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, with a specific focus on the

pioneering experiences of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the United Arab

Emirates (UAE), and to evaluate their effectiveness in achieving the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs), particularly Goal 5 on gender equality. The research
addresses a central issue: the gap between ambitious government policies—
such as Saudi Vision 2030 and UAE Vision 2071—and actual on-the-ground
outcomes, as women'’s labor force participation rates remain below global

benchmarks despite notable progress.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical and comparative methodology,
collecting both quantitative and qualitative data through multiple instruments,
primarily:
« Aquestionnaire distributed to 300 women participating in empowerment
programs,

Semi-structured interviews with 30 experts from both countries,

Analysis of official documents and statistical reports issued by
governmental and international entities.
Additionally, a SWOT analysis was employed to assess the performance

of key empowerment programs.

Findings reveal that empowerment programs integrating technological training,

entrepreneurship support, and effective public-private partnerships yield better




outcomes compared to traditional programs. The study also demonstrates that
cultural and social barriers—such as gender stereotypes regarding women’s
societal roles—remain a fundamental challenge, even in the presence of

supportive legislation. The comparative analysis indicates that the UAE is

achieving faster progress on certain indicators due to its more open regulatory

environment and stronger collaboration with the private sector, whereas Saudi
Arabia is undergoing a radical transformation driven by strong political will

under Vision 2030.

Based on these findings, the study offers several practical recommendations,

most notably:

Strengthening community awareness programs to shift cultural

perceptions,

Supporting childcare services to enable women to remain in the

workforce,

Expanding public-private partnerships to align training outcomes with

labor market demands.

This research constitutes a significant academic and scientific contribution,
particularly within Arab and Islamic societal contexts, by providing an integrated
analytical framework that bridges theory and practice, and helps address a
persistent gap in Arabic literature regarding the effectiveness of women'’s

economic empowerment programs.

Keywords: Women’s Empowerment, Sustainable Development, Vision 2030,
UAE Vision 2071, Knowledge Economy, Gender Equality, Female

Entrepreneurship.
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