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English Abstract

Off-plan Sales Projects and the Role of the “Wafi” Platform in
Regulating the Saudi Real Estate Market

This research examines the evolution and regulation of off-plan real
estate sales in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, focusing on the role of
the “Wafi” platform as a central regulatory authority. Off-plan sales
have become a strategic tool to expand housing supply and meet
growing demand in line with Vision 2030 goals.

The study uses a descriptive analytical methodology, drawing from
official reports, legislative texts, and comparative international
models — particularly the regulatory framework of Dubai. It
analyzes the legal mechanisms implemented through Wafi, such as
escrow accounts, engineering oversight, licensing systems, and
digital transparency.

The findings indicate a significant improvement in consumer
protection and market confidence in licensed projects. However,
challenges remain regarding project delays, unqualified developers,
and limited buyer awareness. The research concludes with practical
recommendations to enhance regulatory enforcement, increase
public awareness, and align Saudi Arabia’s system with international
best practices.
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