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Study Abstract

This study aimed to explore and analyze the impact of social media platform
algorithms, specifically TikTok, on the spread of news content and the shaping of
public attitudes in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. To achieve these objectives, the researcher
employed a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing an online questionnaire as the
primary data collection tool. The instrument was administered to a sample of (50)
TikTok users in Jeddah to ensure data reflected the reality of the phenomenon under
investigation.

The findings revealed a high level of dependency among the participants on TikTok
as a daily and pivotal source for following news. Furthermore, the results
demonstrated the effectiveness of the platform's algorithms in personalizing news
content to align with users' individual interests, thereby contributing to the creation
of "information filter bubbles." The field analysis indicated that continuous
exposure to algorithmically targeted content directly influences the shaping and
alteration of public opinions and attitudes toward various issues. Despite this
significant impact, a degree of "digital caution" emerged among users regarding the
level of trust in the credibility of published news, emphasizing the urgent need to
enhance algorithmic literacy and critical engagement with digital content.

Keywords

Algorithms, Social Media Platforms, TikTok, News Content, Public Attitudes,
Public Opinion, Digital Media.
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